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ABSTRACT
The main purpose of the  study was to  describe  the  a t t i tu d es  and 
aspirations o f  low-income families in North Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Personal interview s were conducted to  co llec t d a ta  from 100 heads of 
households. The sam ple was com prised o f  98 women and 2 men who w ere 
living in low-income housing p ro jec ts  and areas  surrounding housing pro jects . 
One-way analysis of variance was used to  exam ine the  relationships betw een 
mean a t t i tu d e  scores and se lec ted  variables. Frequencies and percen tages  
were also u tilized  to  show th e  distributions of responses.
Analysis o f  th e  d a ta  indicated  th a t  m ari ta l  s ta tu s ,  level of education , 
and ex ten t  of em ploym ent w ere  associa ted  with th e  subjects ' a t t i tu d e  
tow ard life. O ther major findings of the  study revea led  th a t  a  m ajority  of 
the  sub jec ts  did not perceive them selves as  being poor. F if ty -f ive  percen t 
had a  positive outlook on life.
Their g re a te s t  aspirations w ere  for m a te r ia l  things (house, things for 
the ir  children, automobile), health , happiness, s taying alive, a  high paying 
job and a  college education, respectively . Money, job, education , no t trying 
harder  and babysitting  problems w ere  identified  as th e  major barr ie rs  to  the 
fu lfillm ent of th e ir  aspirations. Their children and se lf  (being healthy  and 
happy) w ere  th e  main things they  w ere sa tisf ied  with in life.
O ther  significant findings indicated  th a t  the  subjects  w ere  no t poor by 
choice, nor w ere  they  con ten t with th e ir  econom ic deprivation. Forty-six
percen t depended on governm ental assis tance. The m ajority  w ere not fully 
sa tisfied  with the ir  income and p re fe r red  to  work. They recognized the  role 
of the  governm ent in providing professional jobs/job training, a  college 
education  and willingness of some poor to  t ry  harder, as escape rou tes  from 
poverty.
The poor may d iffe r  from o the rs  with regard  to  th e ir  priorities and 
decisions they make, but they  are  very similar in te rm s of th e ir  needs and 
wants. They have a  s trong sense of individuality, desire for love and have 
th e  readiness and desire  to  ca rry  on despite  th e ir  econom ic deprivation.
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
Poverty  did not appear as  a  social problem until tr ibal society  began to  
give way to  civil society . A t one t im e , socie ty  was a group of blood 
re la tives  where individual cap a c ity  was used for the  advan tage  of all 
m em bers. Wealth was th e re fo re  considered th e  fru its  o f  na ture , which th e  
individual had not ye t learned to  appropria te  to  himself. Most goods w ere 
f ree .  However, with th e  growth of population, with th e  invention of a 
medium of exchange, with the  growth in th e  number of w ants  to  be 
sa tisf ied , with the  dom estication  of animals and the ir  appropriation by 
individuals, fam ilies  and small groups, with the  developm ent of agricu lture  
and the  ensuing demand for fe r t i le  land, with the  developm ent of th e  need 
for p res tige  and the  appropriation of ce r ta in  sca rce  a r t ic le s  for purposes of 
social d is tinction by individuals with p res tige ,  and with the  consequent 
growth of com m erce, a  s tra in  cam e  upon th e  old tr ibal rela tionships which 
in th e  course of t im e  broke down. A form of social organization  was 
in troduced based upon an en t ire ly  d if fe ren t  system . This led to  the 
developm ent of social classes. There was control over both luxuries and 
necessit ies . Gillin (I 922) no ted  th a t  on one hand individual w ealth  appeared, 
while on th e  o th e r ,  individual poverty  cam e to  be a  problem.
CONCEPT OF POVERTY 
The te rm  "poverty" is very d iff icu lt to  describe e i th e r  conceptually  or 
in p ra c t ic e .  It can  be considered as  a  lack of goods and serv ices necessary
I
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to  m ain ta in  an "adequate" s tandard  of living. Gillin (1922, p. 23) viewed 
poverty  as
th a t  condition o f  living in which a  person e i th e r  of inadequate 
income or unwise expenditure, cannot m aintain  a  s tandard  of 
living high enough to  provide fo r  th e  physical and m ental 
e ff ic iency  of him self and  to  enable  him and his natura l 
dependents to  function usefully according to  th e  s tandards  of 
the  society  of which he's a  m em ber.
Poverty  can  be said to  deprive individuals of human dignity and fu lfillm ent, 
and the re fo re  is no t a m a t te r  of m erely  econom ic deprivation—-lack of 
income, food, c lo thes, she lte r  and o the r  m a te r ia l  com forts. The definitions 
of poverty  are numerous and have several limitations. Ferm an , Kornbluh, 
and H aber (I 965, p. 6) agreed  th a t
definitions of poverty  a re  classifica tion  system s designed to  suit 
pa r ticu la r  policy or program  purposes. They do not re f le c t  the 
psychological rea l i ty  of th e  poor, nor any value judgm ents as to  
the  quality of life or the  ac tua l and potentia l social contributions 
of people who lack an adequa te  income.
For a  poverty  condition, no absolute  s tandards  ex ist .  Doughlah and 
R o y cra f t  (1967) ag ree  th a t  poverty  is a  re la tive  concep t whose 
operationalization  depends largely on the  s tandards  and norms se t  by people 
living in a  particu la r  cultural se tt ing .
Sneden II (1970, p. 2) pointed out
to  say th a t  som eone is poor is to  com pare  him with someone 
else . . . .The poor in A m erica  a re  b e t te r  o ff  in some respec ts  
than  th e  vas t  m ajority  o f  people in many o f  the  developing 
nations; they  have a  higher average  income, m ore fac ili t ies ,  a
3
generally b e t te r  d ie t ,  e tc .  Those who a re  considered poor in
A m erican society  a re  so defined, then , because they  a re
re la tive ly  worse o ff than the  re s t  of those in the system .
What makes it m ore d iff icu lt to  establish a  poverty  condition is the  
f a c t  th a t  a family 's needs depend on several socio-economic and o ther  
fac to rs .  F erm an  e t  a l. (1955, p. 1-2) postu la ted  th a t  the re  a re  four c r i te r ia  
th a t  can be used to  analyze  the na tu re  and e x te n t  of poverty in the  United 
S ta tes:
(1) the  lim itation  of income resources of a  single person or family.
(2) the  deficiency of com munity resources and income substitu tes .
(3) the  com bination of negative ch a ra c te r is t ic s  for labor force  
partic ipa tion .
(4) the  presence of a "cu lture  of poverty."
It would be very im practical to  m easure  all of the  listed c r i te r ia  to  
te ll  if a family is in a condition of poverty. Therefore, se lec ting  one 
indicator as th e  bes t m easure  of poverty  would be appropria te . Sneden II 
(1970, p. 5) pointed out th a t  "one's income is still the  m ost significant 
overall m easure  of rank in American society , and in any money economy, 
one's income implies th e  degree  to  which one has power within o the r  
spheres." Sneden II (1970, p. 5) also agreed th a t  "money is probably the  most 
crucial variable  in the  de te rm ina tion  of poverty; a t  the  very least, m ost of 
th e  indices of poverty  a re  in some way reducible  to  m onetary  figures." 
Income is easy  to  m easure in addition to  being an adequa te  indicator of 
money.
DEFINITION OF POVERTY
The defin ition of poverty  by the  Bureau of th e  Census (C urrent 
Population R eport ,  1983) was used in th is  study and is described below. The
poverty  index, o rig inated  a t  the  Social Security  A dm inistration in 1964 and 
revised by Federal In teragency C om m ittees  in 1969 and 1980, was used to 
classify fam ilies and unrela ted  individuals as being above or below the 
poverty  level. According to  the  report,  th e  poverty  index is based solely on 
money income and does not re f le c t  the  f a c t  th a t  many low-income 
individuals rece ive  non-cash benefi ts  such as food stam ps, medicaid, and 
public housing, or provide for them selves in o the r  ways such as, making 
home gardens, e tc .  In addition, the index is based on the  D epartm en t of 
A griculture 's  1961 Economy Food Plan and re f le c ts  the  d iffe ren t 
consumption requ irem en ts  o f  fam ilies based on the ir  s ize and consumption. 
The- D ep ar tm en t of A griculture 's  Survey of Food Consumption in 1955 
indicated th a t  families of th re e  or m ore persons spend about one-th ird  of 
the ir  income on food. For these  fam ilies," the poverty  level was se t a t  th ree  
t im es  the  cos t  of the  Economy Food Plan. For sm aller  families and persons 
living alone the  cost of the  Economy Food Plan was multiplied by fac to rs  
th a t  w ere slightly higher to  com pensa te  for th e  re la tive ly  larger fixed 
expenses of th e se  sm aller households. The poverty  thresholds are  updated 
every  year to  re f le c t  changes in th e  Consumer P rice  Index. Weighted 
average poverty  thresholds by size of fam ily for 1982 are  shown in Table I .
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TABLE I
Weighted Average Poverty  Thresholds in the  United S ta te s  in 1982
Size of family unit Threshold
1 person (unrela ted  individual) .................................................................... 4,091
15 to  64 y e a r s .............................................................................................  5 ,0 19
65 years and o v e r .............................................. ' . ..................................... 4,626
2 persons ..................................................................................................................  6,281
Householder 15 to  64 ..............................................................................  6,487
Householder 65 years and over ............................................................  5,836
3 persons ................................................................. ................................................  7,693
4 persons .................................................................................................................. 9,862
5 persons ..................................................................................................................  I I ,684
6 p e r s o n s  , ..................................................................................................  13,207
7 persons ..................................................................................................................  15,036
8 persons ..................................................................................................................  16,719
9 persons or m ore  .............. ................................................................................  19,698
Source: Money, income and poverty  s ta tu s  of fam ilies and persons in the 
United S ta tes: 1982 (Advanced d a ta  from th e  March, 1983 C urrent
Population Survey). C urren t Population Report.  Series p. 60, no. 140. 
Issued July, 1983. U. S. D epartm en t of C om m erce  and Bureau of the 
Census.
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POVERTY STATUS IN THE USA
According to  the  C urren t Population Survey (1983) conducted by the 
Bureau of the  Census, th e re  was a decline in real money income betw een 
1981 and 1982. This was followed by an increase in the  number and 
percen tage  of persons defined as below the  poverty  level. In 1982, 34.4 
million persons w ere  classified as poor, an increase of 2.6 million over 1981. 
The poverty  r a te  rose from 14.0 to  15.0 percen t during th e  sam e period. 
The poverty r a te  of 1982 was a t  the  highest level since 1966.
Several fac to rs  have contributed  to  the  increase in poverty. The 
recession of 1982, the  rise in unemployment, and the  tightening of eligibility 
s tandards  for ce r ta in  governm ent programs such as aid to  families with 
dependent children, w ere  associated  with the  increase in poverty . However, 
a  substantial reduction in the  r a te  of inflation may have m odera ted  the  
increase in poverty . This resu lted  in an increase in the  poverty thresholds of 
6.1 percen t,  the  sm alles t since 1976. The threshold  for a  family of four was 
$9,287 in 1981, com pared  with $9,862 in 1982.
Many segm ents  of the  U.S. population w ere a f fe c te d  by the increase 
in poverty  betw een 1981 and 1982. In 1982, 23.5 million whites, 9.7 mi-llion 
blacks, and 4.3 million persons of Spanish origin w ere below the  poverty  
level. These figures w ere  higher than 1981 and re f le c te d  an increase to  12.0 
percen t o f  th e  poverty  r a te  for whites, 35.6 percen t for blacks, and 29.9 
p e rce n t  for persons of Spanish origin. There  also was an increase  in poverty 
levels in all the  younger age groups up to  55, while th e  age group of 55 and 
over did not experience  a  similar increase. In 1981, th e re  w ere 12.3 million 
children under 18 years in poverty  level fam ilies. In 1982 this number 
increased to  13.5 million. In 1982 th e re  was no d if fe ren ce  betw een the  
poverty  ra te s  for all persons, and persons 65 years and over. The aged  w ere
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less adversely a f fe c te d  by rising unemployment, and the  m ost im portan t 
governm ent program s benefiting them  w ere  indexed to  re f le c t  changes in 
the  cost of living. R ecen tly ,  these fac to rs  have been c red i ted  by some as 
placing the  aged in a b e t te r  position econom ically , com pared with the  re s t  
of th e  population. Between 1981 and 1982 th e re  was a  substantial increase in 
the  num ber of poor in th e  m etropolitan  a rea s ,  with th e  bulk of th e  increase 
taking p lace  in the ir  cen tra l  c i t ies .  In 1981 th e re  w ere  11.2 million c e n tra l-  
c i ty  res iden ts  below th e  poverty  level. This figure increased to  12.7 million 
in 1982. In 1981 th e re  w ere  8.1 million poor persons in th e  portions of 
m etropo litan  areas  outside th e  cen tra l  c ities .  In 1982, this figure increased 
to  8.6 million. The poverty ra te  for a reas  outside of the  cen tra l  c i t ie s  was 
9.3 percen t ,  com pared  with 19.9 percen t for th e  cen tra l  c ities . Evidence 
indicated  an increase  in the number of non-m etropolitan  poor in 1982, 
although the  poverty  r a te  of 17.8 percen t was not g rea tly  d iffe ren t from the  
1981 figure. The poverty  ra te  of 18.1 percen t was highest in th e  South.
In addition, in 1982 the re  w ere  increases in th e  number of poor 
fam ilies  and in the number of poor m arried-couple fam ilies. There were 
about 7.5 million fam ilies below th e  poverty  level in 1982. Of these ,  3.8 
million w ere  m arried-couple  fam ilies, 3.4-million w ere  poor fam ilies  headed 
by a  fem a le  householder (no husbands present), and 290,000 w ere  poor m ale-  
householder fam ilies  (with no wives present).
MONEY INCOME AND POVERTY STATUS OF FAMILIES AND PERSONS 
IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1982
Money Income o f  Fam ilies
The resu lts  of th e  C urrent Population Survey (1983) conducted by the  
Bureau of th e  Census indicated th a t  the  m edian fam ily income for 1982 was 
$23,430. Fam ilies in large m etropo litan  a reas ,  m arried-couple fam ilies,
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families with a  wife in the paid labor fo rce , tw o-w age ea rne r  fam ilies, and 
th ree  person fam ilies  experienced  a decline in m edian family income. In 
large m etropolitan  a reas ,  the real median income of fam ilies  declined by 3.2 
percent to  $26,440, while in sm aller m etropolitan  and non-m etropolitan 
areas  th e re  w ere  no changes. In 1982, the  median income for all m arried- 
couple families was $26,020, and for those with wives in the  paid labor force 
it was $30,340. This was a dec rease  of 2.2 percen t from th e  previous year. 
However, th e  m edian income of $20,140 for male-householder families with 
no wives present, and $11,480 for fem ale  householder fam ilies with no 
husbands present, did not change. The m edian income for tw o-w age-earner 
fam ilies  in 1982 was $28,070, a decline of 1.5 percen t from 1981 in real 
te rm s. This decline was associa ted  with the  reduction in median income for 
m arried-couple fam ilies with wives in the paid labor fo rce .  Three-person 
families accounted  for 23 percen t of th e  to ta l  number of families. Their 
median income of $24,190 indicated a decline of 2.6 percen t. In 1982, 
white median family income was $24,600, black median family income was 
$13,600, and Spanish median fam ily income was $16,230. The figures 
indicated th a t  white real m edian family income was down 1.4 percen t and 
Spanish median family income was down 6.8 percen t.  No s ta t is t ic a l ly  
s ignificant change was reported  in the  real median income for black 
families.
Money Income of Persons
The C urrent Population Survey (1983) conducted by the  Bureau of the  
Census fu r th e r  ind icated  th a t  th e  median income for men in 1982 was 
$13,950, a  decline of 2.4 percen t  from th e ir  1981 median. The median 
income for women was $5,890 in 1982, an increase o f  1.6 percent of their 
1981 median. Among the  men and women in the  65-and-over age group,
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th e re  was a  s ignificant real increase over 1981 median incomes. For o ther  
age ca tegories ,  th e  medians declined o r  rem ained  about th e  same.
There was a decline of 2.2 percen t in real median income among men 
with 4 or m ore  years of college, while th e re  was a gain in income of 5.1 
p ercen t among women with 4 or m ore years  of college.
For year-round, fu ll- tim e workers in 1982, th e re  was a  lower median 
income for men, but a  higher median for women. There was a slight decline 
of 1.4 percen t in the  1982 median income of $21,660 among men working 
full tim e, year round. The d a ta  revealed  th a t  women with the  sam e work 
p a t te rn  experienced  a m odera te  gain of 3,3 percen t,  increasing the ir  median 
income to  $ 13,660.
C r ite r ia  for Measuring Poverty
To gain some indication of th e  degree  of impoverishment among 
individuals, fam ilies, and o th e r  sub-systems, th e  following c r i te r ia  
frequently  used in the  m easurem ent of poverty were proposed by Sneden II
(1970, p. 4)
(1) th e  quality of diet
(2) th e  quality of housing
(3) the  quality and extensiveness of clothing owned
(4) the  number of luxuries th a t  can  be affo rded
(5) th e  quality of furnishings fo r  one’s p lace of living
(6) the  quality of m edical ca re  th a t  can  be  had
(7) th e  degree  of control over one's overall destiny (social power)
(8) th e  overall quality  of one's life (how qualita tively  valuable it is,
subjectively)
(9) the  degree  to  which physical survival is possible
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(10) the  degree  to  which one can move about with fac ility  (the 
adequacy o f  transpo rta tion  facilities)
(I I) the quality of com munications m edia available
(12) the  quality and length of education available
(13) the  quality and length of work available
(14) the  degree  to  which one has pres tige  within one's com m unity 
and /or  larger society
(15) th e  income one has
(16) income-food expenditure  relationship
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The C oopera tive  Extension Service is an educational organization  which 
differs from a formal educational system  by its inform ality , flexibility and
variability . Originally it was established for fa rm  people but over th e  years
its programs have focused on reaching o the r  groups with specif ic  program 
thrusts . P rogram s a re  de term ined  and conducted with the  cooperation, 
support and partic ipa tion  of local people. These local people help extension 
agents  and specia lis ts  decide prio rities  and programs.
According to  C ebotarev  and King (1966), Extension historically  has 
been based on th e  prem ise th a t  an individual has a ce r ta in  am ount of control 
over his or h e r  environm ent and th a t  he or she has and can develop the 
ability  to  appraise  a  s ituation, de te rm ine  changes to  be m ade and means to  
accomplish these  changes. It was fu r th e r  s ta te d  by these  authors th a t  
individuals and groups can  be guided to  recognize  problems th a t  require  
action , but people have to  be given freedom  to  decide w hether  or no t the  
change will ta k e  place.
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A study was conducted by these  authors (C ebotarev  and King, 1966) in 
Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, to  identify  fac to rs  which fac i l i ta te  or inhibit 
the  adoption of Extension Service programs by low-income people. 
Extension s ta f f  m em bers, m em bers o f  the  execu tive  co m m ittee  and advisory 
group, volunteer local leaders, local governm ent officials, adm in is tra to rs  of 
local w elfare  agencies and low-income fam ilies from both rural and urban 
areas  w ere  interview ed. The responses w ere  classified into th ree  major 
categories  with regard  to  the ir  a t t i tu d es  tow ard th e  introduction of 
programs in Extension d irec ted  tow ard  th e  poor: (I) change opposing, (2) 
neu tra l,  (3) change favoring.
The change opposing respondents fe l t  th a t  Extension programs w ere 
open to  all in te res ted  people, including th e  poor, and w ere  flexible enough to  
m eet the  needs of various types of c lien te le .  These respondents also 
claim ed th a t  the  trad itional procedures of Extension w ere  ad equa te  to  help 
all socio-economic groups and should not be a l te red  to  f i t  a  special group 
because of th e  principles of equality  and dem ocracy . They agreed th a t  work 
with th e  poor was a leg itim ate  ac tiv ity  for the  Extension Service only if the  
poor w anted  it and if positive resu lts  could be a tta ined .
The neutra l group consisted of individuals who w ere indifferent to  the  
idea of Extension involvement in work with the  poor, or those who did not 
have adequa te  knowledge o f  Extension or th e  poor to  o ffe r  any opinions on 
the  subjects.
The change opposing group blam ed poverty  on th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of 
the  poor them selves. The change favoring group fe l t  th a t  the  personal 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of th e  poor resu lted  from th e ir  c ircum stances  of life and 
th a t  these  c ircum stances  should be blamed for the  condition of the  poor. 
This group was of th e  opinion th a t  Extension program s and procedures w ere
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not diversified suff ic ien tly  to  appeal to  clien ts  from all social s t r a ta .
This study presen ts  ev idence th a t  th e re  was mixed reac tion  within the 
Extension Service and its supporting groups on th e  subject of increased 
involvement of Extension with low-income fam ilies. However, from the  
point of view of th e  poor, Irelan and Besner (1966) indicated th a t  th e  poor 
w ere  not sa tisf ied  with th e ir  econom ic s itua tion  and th e  im pact it had on 
the ir  lives. They desired  im provem ents  in the ir  living conditions and 
neighborhoods. They liked and valued the  sam e fac ili t ies  th a t  the  
financially  "b e tte r -o ff"  m em bers of socie ty  w ere  enjoying. Lewis (1961, p. 
xii) summed it up by s ta t ing  th a t  despite  suffering and deprivation, the  poor 
revealed
an in tensity  of feeling and human w arm th , a s trong sense of 
individuality, a  capacity  for gaie ty , a  hope for a  b e t te r  life, a 
desire for understanding and love, a  readiness to  share th e  l i t t le  
they  possess, and the  courage to  ca rry  on in the  face  o f  many 
unresolved problems.
Extension has a g rea t contribution  to  m ake in the  reduction  o f  poverty 
and deprivation among the  poor. It has many years of experience in planning 
and im plem entation  of informal educational programs th a t  focus on the  
needs of people. It also has the  experience in organizing com m unities for 
self-help  program s. Many people c la im  th a t  Extension has been working 
with the  poor for many years. C ebo ta rev  and King (1966) pointed out tha t 
people who valued education and who had aspirations of upward mobility 
have been the  m ost rece p tiv e  to  Extension's program s. There  is also 
ev idence to  ind icate  th a t  many o thers  who lack th is c h a ra c te r is t ic  have not 
been reached . In th is  re sp ec t ,  Extension has fa iled  to  reach  low-income 
fam ilies  successfully . As one respondent pointed out in th e  Pennsylvania
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s tudy  by C ebo ta rev  and King ([966, p. 8), " if the  Extension Service is really 
concerned with inequalities and w ants  to  help provide an equal opportunity 
for all people, i t  has a  d irec t  responsibility to  work with th e  poor."
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The main purpose of th e  study was to  describe the  a t t i tu d es  and 
aspirations of low-income fam ilies. An understanding of these  item s could 
enab le  Extension personnel to  gain added insights about low-income 
fam ilies, hence improving the ir  e ffec tiveness  in designing program s th a t  will 
provide educational experiences  to  foster personal developm ent, and thereby 
enabling them  to  acquire  th e  t r a i ts  necessary  to  gain en try  into the  
m a ins tream  of society.
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The study involved the  following specif ic  objectives:
(1) to  d e te rm in e  th e  level of sa tisfac tion  of low-income families in 






(2) to  de te rm ine  th e  expressed asp irations of low income families 
concerning the  above areas,
(3) to  d e te rm in e  th e  d ifficu lties  identified  by low-income fam ilies in 
the  a t ta in m e n t  of th e ir  aspirations.
(4) to  d e te rm in e  th e ir  a t t i t u d e  tow ard life.
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(5) to  de te rm ine  the  association betw een a t t i tu d e  and the ir  
cha rac te r is t ic s :  education , em ploym ent, income, membership in groups and 
sa tisfac tion  with the ir  environm ent.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
D espite  pers is ten t e f fo r t ,  Extension personnel have experienced  g rea t  
d ifficu lties  in ge tting  m em bers of low-income families to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
educational program s. The general re luc tance  to  be involved in organized 
educational opportunities is of g rea t concern  to  adult educators.. According 
to  Burman (1958), this re luc tance  is due to  the  apparent failure  of adult 
educators  to  develop programs th a t  have suffic ien t personal meaning and 
re levance  to  the  conditions and c ircum stances  in which m em bers of low- 
income families live. Burman (1958) agreed th a t  this s itua tion  is possibly 
due to  the  tendency of adu lt educa to rs  to  view com m unities and  groups as 
masses, with adequate  a t ten tio n  not given to  th e  individuals of which these  
m asses are  comprised.
This study concerned  low-income fam ilies. Information ga thered  on 
the  sa tisfac tion , aspirations and difficu lties  in aspiration fu lfillm ent could 
give Extension personnel and o th e r  educa to rs  working with iow-income 
families, added insight to  develop re levan t and meaningful programs tha t 
will focus d irec tly  on the  needs and  in te res ts  of low-income families, and a t  
the sam e tim e induce m ore a c t iv e  partic ipa tion .
DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
The scope of this study was r e s t r ic te d  in th e  following ways:
(I) All da ta  w ere  based upon personal interview s and th e  findings 
are  th e re fo re  sub jec ted  to  the sam e limitations as those of any
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study based upon interviews. Interview d a ta  may contain:
(a) respondents ' d e l ibera te  or unintentional m iss ta tem en ts  of 
the ir  t ru e  beliefs, a t t i tu d e s  and feelings.
(b) bias ref lec ting  th e  beliefs and a t t i tu d es  of the  in terview er.
(2) The interview  sam ple was composed of 100 adu lts  residing in 
low-income housing p ro jec ts  and a reas  surrounding housing 
p ro jec ts  within se lec ted  census t r a c t s  in North Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
(3) The m ajority  of adults  comprising th e  in terview  sample was 
urban fem ales  of Negro orgin who w ere  a t  hom e when the 
in terview s w ere  conducted.
(4) Findings and conclusions a re  limited to  th e  population from 
which the d a ta  w ere  co llec ted .
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Aspiration is used to  mean a  verbalized desire  for a  tangible or 
intangible acqu irem ent.
Barriers re fe r  to  obstacles  th a t  re s t r ic t  individual ac t iv i t ie s  which are  
o rien ted  tow ard  some specific  aspiration or make it impossible for an 
individual to  achieve a specific  aspiration .
Extension Service re fe rs  to  th a t  pa r t  o f  th e  Louisiana Cooperative 
Extension Service which is responsible for diffusing inform ation on 
agricu ltu re ,  home econom ics, and re la te d  sub jec ts  (including 4-H) to  th e  
general public.
Income refe rs  to  th e  am ount o f  money or i ts  equivalen t received 
during a  period of tim e.
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Low-income re fe r s  to  the  income below poverty  level as specified  by 
th e  United  S ta te s  Bureau of th e  Census. The te rm s  "poverty" and "low- 
income" a re  used in terchangeably  and a re  in te rp re ted  as having the  same 
meaning.
Neighborhood re fe rs  to  th e  vicinity, environs or surroundings in which 
a  person lives.
Poverty  re fe rs  to  a  lack of th e  means of providing m ateria l  needs or 
com forts .




A thorough review of l i te ra tu re  re la te d  to  the  many a rea s  of poverty 
is beyond the  scope of the  study. Selected  sources from within th e  field of 
adu lt education, the  general a rea  of education, and sociology w ere evaluated  
in te rm s of the  re levance and im portance to  the  study.
For the  purpose of this study the  review of l i te ra tu re  will focus on 
four general areas.  These are: I) Theories about poverty; 2) Aspirations; 3) 
Social-psychological ch a ra c te r is t ic s  of the  poor; and 4) Comm unity a ffa irs .
THEORIES ABOUT POVERTY
According to  Duncan, Coe and Hill (1984), th e re  a re  numerous views 
about th e  causes of poverty  and many solutions have been recom m ended. 
One view is th a t  poverty results  because people have inadequate job skills 
and they  have few opportunities  to  use these  skills. Supporters of th is  view 
believe th a t  increasing job skills through training program s or an  increase  in 
job opportunities through an expanding econom y can  con tr ibu te  to  the  
solution of poverty.
A nother view is th a t  poverty  is a resu lt of ce r ta in  a t t i tu d e s  or a  se t  of 
values and beliefs  held by th e  p o o r- - th a t  a  "cu ltu re  of poverty" exists. 
There is l i t t le  ag reem en t on what might cause these  a t t i tu d e s ,  bu t several 
people agree  th a t  the  very governm ent program s th a t  have been designed to  
reduce poverty are  responsible for these  a t t i tu d es .
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Then th e re  a re  supporters of both views who think th a t  th e re  are  
numerous causes of poverty, a  complex problem th a t  is poorly understood. 
These supporters  also think th a t  the  e f fe c ts  of poverty , with g rea t emphasis 
on children, should be addressed a t th e  poverty  level.
Schiller (1976, p. 39-49) proposed the  "flawed ch a ra c te r"  and 
" re s tr ic ted  opportunity" argum ents  to  explain poverty. According to  the  
"flaw ed c h a ra c te r"  a rgum en t,  abundant opportunities  ex ist for m ate r ia l  
advancem ent,  but th e  poor, because of lack o f  diligence and in itia tive  are  
unable to  tak e  advantage o f  these  opportunities  and as a resu lt ,  they  are  
unable to  improve th e ir  econom ic s ta tu s .  According to  the  " res tr ic ted  
opportunity" argum ent, the  poor are  poor because they do not have adequa te  
access  to  good schools, jobs and income because they a re  d iscrim inated  
against on th e  basis of color or sex, and because they  are  not furnished with 
a  fair share of government p ro tec tion , subsidies or services. Regardless  of 
the ir  diligence o r  in itia tive  they  will rem ain  poor until the ir  economic 
opportunities improve.
Lewis' (1968) "culture  of poverty" theory  also focuses on the  
"charac te r"  explanation. This theory holds th a t  a  portion of poor fam ilies 
possess ce r ta in  values and a t t i tu d e s  th a t  keep them  poor and these  a t t i tu d es  
and values a re  passed on to  th e i r  children. Lewis (1968, p . 50) s ta te s  
once it (the cu ltu re  o f  poverty) comes into ex is tence , it tends to  
p e rp e tu a te  itself from generation  to  generation  because  of its 
e f f e c t s  on children. By the  t im e  slum children a re  age six or 
seven, they  usually absorb the  basic  values and a t t i tudes  of the ir  
subculture  and a re  no t psychologically geared  to  ta k e  full 
advan tage  of changing conditions or increased  opportunities  
which may occur in th e ir  life tim e.
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Lewis ( i 9 6 0  explained th a t  the  "culture  of poverty" is a way o f  life 
th a t  is rem arkably  s tab le  and pers is ten t and is passed down from generation 
to  generation  along family lines. Fu rther ,  i t  was noted th a t  the  "culture of 
poverty" has its own m odalities and d is tinctive  social and psychological 
outcom es fo r  its members.
In addition, th e  "culture  of poverty" possesses several econom ic t r a i ts  
such as unskilled occupations, low wages, unemployment and 
underem ployment, absence of food reserves  in the  home, absence of savings 
and a constan t struggle  for survival. Social and psychological 
ch a ra c te r is t ic s  include
living in crowded quarte rs ,  a lack of privacy, gregariousness, a 
high incidence of alcoholism, frequen t re so rt  to  violence in the 
se t t lem en t of quarrels, frequent use of physical violence in the  
training of children, wife beating. . ., a  re la tive ly  high incidence 
of the  abandonm ent of m others  and children. . .and a g rea t 
emphasis upon family solidarity—an ideal only rarely  achieved 
(Lewis, 1968, p. xxvi).
H arrington (1962) agreed th a t  poverty  not only cons ti tu te s  a  culture , 
but it also en ta ils  a  vicious cycle from  which it is very d iff icu lt  for the  poor 
to  escape.
. . . the  poor ge t sick m ore than  anyone e lse  in the  socie ty .  That 
is because they  live in slums, jam m ed  toge ther  under unhygienic 
conditions; they  have inadequate d ie ts , and canno t ge t decent 
medical c a re .  When they  becom e sick, they  are  sick longer than 
any o the r  group in the  socie ty . Because they a re  sick more o f ten  
and longer than  anyone else , they  lose wages and work, and find 
it d iff icu lt  to  hold a  steady  job. And because  o f  this, they
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cannot pay lor good housing, for a  nutritious d ie t,  for a doctor...
(Harrington, i 962, p. 15).
However, considerable doubt is c a s t  upon the  validity  of th e  "culture 
of poverty" concept which was largely developed through experience with 
persons of Latin  A m erican origin. Irelan, Moles and O'Shea (1969) te s ted  
four com ponents of this concept—family re la te d  a t t i tu d es ,  fa ta lism , 
a lienation and value of work, with subjects  of th re e  sepa ra te  e thn ic  groups 
(Anglo, Negro, and Spanish-speaking Americans). Findings o f  the ir  study 
revealed  th a t  th e  Spanish-speaking subjects dem onstra ted  m ost strongly the 
t r a i t s  associated  with the "cu ltu re  of poverty" concept. However, 
expressions o f  dependency feelings and behavior, fa ta lism  and alienation 
w ere  higher among Anglo and Negro subjects. Irelan, Moles and O'Shea
(1969) agreed th a t  prolonged econom ic deprivation, w herever it  occurs, 
influences many aspects  of to ta l  life outlook as well as specific  a t t i tudes .
O ther theories  shift the ir  emphasis from the  individual to  th e  labor 
m arke t .  In many theories  of earnings, some aspects  of the  individual 
w orker—skills, ability, motivation, social class, e tc . ,  or labor m arket 
s t ru c tu re -o c c u p a t io n a l  h ierarchy , discrimination, e tc . ,  have been 
emphasized. Today, the  m ost accep tab le  one is the  human cap ita l theory 
(Duncan and Hoffman, 1984). In discussing this theory, these  researchers  
indicated th a t  emphasis is placed on th e  individual workers and th e  skills 
they  bring to  the  labor m arke t.  In this theory, jobs them selves play a  minor 
role; the ir  main function is to  give workers an opportunity  to  use th e ir  work 
skills, and th e re fo re  be rew arded  economically. According to  this theory, 
th e  am ount of m one tary  reward people rece ive  depends on th e  am ount of 
skills (human capital)  they bring to  the  labor m arke t .  Employers a re  less 
eage r  to  h ire  people with l i t t le  human capita l and m ore re lu c tan t  to  pay
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them  high wages if t h e /  a re  unemployed. However, according to  Schiller 
(1976), a  person can  increase  his or her  human cap ita l  by learning new skills 
through educa tion  and training. There is a  link betw een educational 
a t ta in m en t and income. People who failed to  obtain a high school diploma 
are o ften  poor, whereas individuals with a  college education  are  rarely  found 
among the  poor.
The dual labor m arke t  theory (Doeringer and P iore , 1971) argues th a t  
the  labor m a rk e t  is divided into a  prim ary and a secondary m arke t.  The 
prim ary  m arke t  possesses jobs with ch a ra c te r is t ic s  such as high wages, good 
working conditions, em ploym ent s tab ility ,  chances  of advancem ent, e tc .  
The secondary m arke t possesses jobs th a t  tend  to  have low wages and fringe 
benefits ,  poor working conditions, high labor tu rnover,  l i t t le  chance  of 
advancem ent, and o f ten  a rb it ra ry  and capricious supervision. There  are  
d istinctions in workers in both sectors . Workers in the  secondary sec to r  in 
co n tra s t  to  those in the  prim ary  sec to r  show a  g re a te r  turnover, higher ra te s  
of la teness and absenteeism , m ore insubordination, and engage more freely 
in p e t ty  th e f t .  According to  this theory, as described by Doeringer and 
Piore (1971), the  d isadvantaged, because of the ir  residence, poor work 
histories, inadequate skills and discrim ination a re  confined to  the  secondary 
sec to r .
According to  the  findings of Duncan and Corcoran  (1984), white 
women earned  less than  w hite men. Several explanations have been offered 
to  account for this wage gap.
In the  pas t  decade , econom ists  em phasized th e  "skills and a t tach m en t"  
explanation to  accoun t for wage d ifferences .  A ccording to  this explanation, 
m en earned  more than  women because  they  a re  m ore  closely a t ta c h e d  to  the  
labor fo rce  and acqu ire  m ore jo b -re la ted  skills and experience  th a t  are
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rew arded by higher wages. In the  labor m a rk e t  wages a re  paid according to  
the  productiv ity  of the  worker. Since women possess few er skills and are  
less a t ta c h e d  to  the  labor force , they  a re  considered as less productive 
workers and a re  th e re fo re  paid less.
Duncan and Corcoran (1984) te s te d  the  "skills and a t tach m en t"  
explanation and concluded th a t  it was inadequate to  accoun t for the  wide 
wage gap. According to  these  researchers ,  d iscrimination and socialization, 
although they a re  d ifficu lt to  te s t  for, accounted  for the  wide wage gap.
Training and au thority  increased wages. White men's cu rren t jobs may 
provide a t  least tw ice  as much au thority  and on-the-job tra in ing as jobs held 
by women. There  was evidence th a t  women did no t ob ta in  the  sam e 
opportunities for tra in ing  and supervision as equally qualified men.
Even if skill d ifferences  and discrim ination w ere  e lim inated, 
d ifferences  in earnings betw een men and women still persist. Socialization 
had been recognized  to  account for d iffe rences ,  as indicated by Duncan and 
Corcoran (1984, p. 169).
the  ro le  of socializa tion is confirm ed by psychologists and 
sociologists who have dem onstra ted  th a t  boys and girls develop 
very d if fe re n t  c a re e r  aspirations and th a t  these  d ifferences 
widen with age.
In addition, Duncan and Corcoran (1984, p. 164) agreed  th a t
socializa tion may lead women to  aspire  to  lower-paying jobs 
quite  independently of th e  skills they  acquire  o r  th e  actual 
d iscrim ination they  may face .
Schiller (1976, p. 43) indicated
minority  groups, women, and th e  offspring of th e  poor are  
generally  no t given an equal chance  to  acqu ire  the  righ t se t  of
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human capita l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  nor to  use those c h a ra c te r is t ic s  in 
the  labor m arke t .  Moreover, so long as institu tional barriers  
rem ain , poverty  may ex ist even in the  presence of abundant 
human capita l and a  high dem and for labor. Hence, race , sex, 
and class discrim ination m ay have significant im pact on both the 
d istribution and e x te n t  of poverty.
In th e ir  studies, Duncan and H offm an (1 984) indicated th a t  the  s ta r t ing  
position of young black men is much closer to  th a t  of young white men than 
it used to  be. Because of the ir  few er skills, many black men a re  m ore 
heavily co n cen tra ted  into lower-paying jobs. Some of them  hold higher- 
paying jobs, but no m a t te r  into which ca tegory  they  fall, they are  no t locked 
into these  jobs perm anently .
Black working men a re  lacking in a t  least tw o years o f  schooling 
com pared  to  whites. This d isadvantage in education  is responsible for nearly 
half  of th e ir  earnings def ic i t .  An e ff ic ien t  labor m arke t  cannot overlook the 
d iffe rences  in schooling and skills. Even if d iscrim ination is absent, the re  
will be d ifferences  in earnings as long as black and white workers bring 
d if fe ren t  levels o f  skill to  the  labor m arke t.
According to  D oeringer and P iore  (1971, p. 176) secondary labor 
m a rk e t  is a t tu n ed  to  th e  s t r e e t  life of low-income people.
its  lim ited dem ands upon th e  individual perm it continued 
partic ipa tion  on the  s t r e e t ;  when work schedules in te r fe re  with 
group ac t iv ity  the  individual simply skips work. P e t ty  th e f t s  and 
work disputes becom e s to r ie s  of bravado. The p iece -ra te  
system , found in som e secondary jobs, p e rm its  the  w orker to  
choose his own work pace and, by adjusting com pensation to
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productiv ity , help to  ensure th a t  work habits  do not unduly 
penalize  th e  em ployer.
In co n tra s t ,  p rim ary  em ploym ent requires the  individual to  abandon s t r e e t  
life and conform  to  an e th ica l code. The organized social life—ath le t ic  
team s, dances, picnics, e tc .—found in many prim ary es tab lishm ents  is absent 
in secondary em ploym ent.
These researche rs  fu r th e r  indicated  th a t  discrim ination a c ts  to  hold 
workers in the secondary sec to r  (1984, p. 177)
discrim ination, on th e  basis of race  but also against low-income 
people generally, works in tw o ways. F irs t ,  to  the ex ten t  th a t  it 
leads to  concen tra tions  of low-income people and the ir  isolation 
from m em bers of o the r  social classes, it fa c i l i ta te s  the 
developm ent of a com mon se t  of behavioral t ra i ts ,  and a c ts  to  
p e rp e tu a te  them . People  are  deprived of a l te rn a t iv e  behavioral 
models; they  have no chance of a t tach in g  them selves to  friends 
and social se tt ings  which rew ard  o th e r  tra i ts ;  they  find the same 
kinds of a t t i tu d e s  a t  home, at work, and a t  school, and fail even 
to  develop the  "skill" of adapting behavior when moving from one 
con tex t to  ano ther .  . . .D iscrim ination can  also opera te  to  
exclude or re je c t  workers who do gain access  to  prim ary 
em ploym ent. . .w ithout the  acc e p ta n c e  of his fellow workers, 
th e  black em ployee m ay not learn his job and may be the bu tt  of 
sabo tage or harassm ent as well. R ejec tion  and abuse from the  
work group can  fo rce  the  d isadvantaged  w orker to  his s t r e e t  
group, thus  reinforcing his behavioral p a t te rn s .
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ASPIRATION
Ohlendorf and R a f fe r ty  (1982) viewed asp ira tion  as  a specia l type  of 
a t t i tu d e ,  one which involved a  favorab le  o r ien ta t io n  tow ard  a goal. In the ir  
study concerning the  educational and occupational asp ira t ions  o f  rural high 
school s tuden ts  in Louisiana, they  em phasized  th a t  t im e  and location a re  
tw o  fa c to rs  to  be ta k en  in to  considera tion  when studying aspirations. 
H is torical even ts  may influence th e  a t t i tu d e s ,  beliefs, and goals of people in 
a  soc ie ty  a t  any given tim e .  Values of th e  larger soc ie ty  influence the  
developm ent of asp irations and value o rien ta tions  vary  from one region to  
an o th e r  (Ohlendorf and R a ffe r ty ,  1982).
M izruchi (1967) s tud ied  th e  n a tu re  of th e  re la tionsh ip  be tw een  
asp ira t ions  and social c lass and the ir  bearing on M erton's theory  of anom ie. 
The findings of th is  study suggested  th a t  th e re  is a s ign if ican t segm en t of 
those  in th e  re la t ive ly  lower social c lasses  who e i th e r  do no t  asp ire  to  
change th e ir  socio-econom ic condition or who, if they  do des ire  change, 
display an  unwillingness t o  ta k e  risks to  bring about th is  change . Mizruchi 
(1967) proposed th a t  lim its  to  asp ira t ion  and  r isk-tak ing  may be a  re su lt  of 
sociological and sociopsychological processes. F u r th e r ,  th e re  a re  both 
in ternal and ex te rn a l  obs tac les  w ith  re sp ec t  to  given social classes, to  
m ovem ent up the  so-called  ladder of opportunity . These obs tac les  m ay play 
a  ro le  in conditioning th e  non-m obile to  an a t t i tu d e  o f  r isk-avoidance. It is 
M izruchi's (1967) conclusion th a t  asp ira tional conserva tism  rep re sen ts  both 
a d ap ta t io n  to  a social condition in w hich th e re  is a  d iscrepancy  b e tw een  th e  
goals o f  th e  la rger  soc ie ty ,  i.e., "success", and the  lim ited  m eans available  
as well as  m ore chron ic  condition  c h a ra c te r i s t ic  of m any soc ie t ies .
Henderson (1967) rep o r te d  th a t  a  N egro  child 's  level of asp ira t ion  is 
con tingen t upon his f ram e  of re fe re n c e .  T here  a re  low er-incom e Negro
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s tuden ts  who m aintain  high or low levels of aspirations, depending upon the ir  
social class conditioning. S truc tu red  opportunities to  achieve goals ra th e r  
than  ach ievem ent motives seem  to  be the  major d iffe rence  betw een middle- 
and-low-class Negro children.
Sewell, H aller and S traus (1957) te s te d  the  general hypothesis of the ir  
study th a t  levels of educational and occupational aspiration  of youth of both 
sexes a re  associa ted  with the  social s ta tu s  of th e ir  families, when the  
e f fe c ts  of in telligence are  controlled. Findings supported the  claim by these 
authors th a t  values of spec if ic  s ta tu s  positions influence levels of 
educational and occupational aspirations. Although! this study concerned 
seniors in public and p r iva te  high schools in Wisconsin, it m ight be 
an t ic ipa ted  th a t  lower socio-econom ic adu lts  would have corresponding 
levels of educational and occupational aspirations.
The findings of Henderson's (1967) study which exam ined the 
relationships of race  rela tions, aspirations, and education  with m eager 
incomes indicated th a t  a m ajority  of Negro youths w ere  unable to  nam e 
occupations th a t  w ere closely re la ted  to  the ir  ideal and real occupational 
aspirations. In addition, a  m ajority  of the  youths w ere  also unable to  
describe the  training they  would need in o rder to  achieve the ir  ideal or real 
aspirations. It was found in the  study th a t  m ost youths aspired to  
occupations th a t  w ere  socially higher in prestige than  the ir  paren ts .  The 
lower the  paren t 's  occupations in te rm s o f  social p res tige ,  th e  more the ir  
children aspired to  higher occupations.
According to  Henderson (1966), th e re  a re  basically  tw o  types  of 
aspirations, ideal and rea l .  The ideal aspiration expresses  what a  person 
would m ost like to  achieve; while th e  rea l aspiration expresses w hat he 
believes th a t  he will in f a c t  achieve. An individual will experience less
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in ternal conflic t th e  closer the  real aspiration approxim ates the  ideal 
aspiration. Henderson's study on occupational aspiration with lower-class 
and m iddle-class Negro youths revea led  th a t  in te rm s of ideal occupational 
aspirations both th e  lower-class and m iddle-class youths aspired for 
professional and managerial occupations. However, with re sp ec t  to  real 
aspirations, 88.2 percen t of th e  lower-class youths who ideally aspired  for 
professional and managerial occupations did no t rea l is tica lly  ex p ec t  to  
a t ta in  such occupations; while only 12.1 percen t of th e  m iddle-class youths 
did not expec t to  obtain th e ir  ideal professional or managerial occupations. 
Most lower-class youths realis tica lly  expec ted  to  engage in clerical or sales 
(44.7 percent) and semi-skilled (31.3 percent)  occupations.
The findings of the  study conducted by Brown and Marsh (1965) 
indicated th a t  d isadvantaged fam ilies are  multi-problem  families. Their 
problems a re  social, econom ic, educational, and psychological in na tu re  and 
w ere  in te rre la ted  to  a  g rea t  ex ten t .
Among these  families th e re  w ere  s trong feelings of hopelessness and 
despair, and a high degree  of pessimism. D espite these  feelings of 
a lienation, th e  subjects  showed high aspirations for th e ir  children and for 
them selves. About th ree -fou rth s  of them  indicated th a t  they missed out on 
education  in life but would like the ir  children to  have It.
In the  a re a  of occupations, although th e  m ajority  of the  paren ts  were 
operato rs ,  fa rm  laborers, dom estics , serv ice  workers o r  o th e r  laborers, they 
p re fe rred  the ir  daughters  to  be te ach e rs ,  c le r ica l w orkers or o th e r  
professionals. They p re fe r red  th e ir  sons to  be professional, managerial, 
technica l workers and skilled t ra d e  o r  c ra ftw orkers .  Fu rther ,  m ore than  
eighty percen t of these  paren ts  fe l t  th a t  the ir  children had "good" o r  "very 
good" chances of being in those  kinds of occupations.
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D espite th e ir  many problems, the  fam ilies  had a real desire  and a 
willingness to  m ake very real e f fo r ts  to  improve th e ir  situation.
G enerally , it is assumed th a t  low socio-econom ic s ta tu s  people w ere 
sa tisf ied  with the ir  present c ircum stances  and w ere  no t m otiva ted  or did not 
have the  in itia tive  to  improve the ir  econom ic and social conditions. 
However, the  findings of th e  study conducted by Doughlah and R oycraf t  
(1967) indicated th a t  low socio-economic fa rm  fam ilies  w ere  dissatisfied 
with th e  rec rea tiona l facilit ies  in the ir  com m unity  and w ere  less sa tisf ied  
with the condition and appearance of the ir  homes.
In addition, about half  of these low socio-econom ic farm ers  expressed 
readiness to  adopt innovations, but only ha lf  o f  these  ac tually  adopted the 
recom m ended prac tices .  Their present econom ic and educational conditions 
caused  them  to  think th a t  making changes was e i th e r  im practica l or 
incomprehensible. It was d ifficu lt for some of th e  families to  introduce 
significant changes into the ir  lives although they  had the  apparent will and 
desire.
In the  a rea  of education, Lewis' (1971) study of partic ipa tion  pa t te rn s  
of low socio-econom ic s ta tu s  (SES) adu lts  in educational programs in North 
Carolina ind icated  th a t  low SES adults  had a  high level of in te res t  in 
education  and job tra in ing  but th e re  was fa r  less ac tua l partic ipa tion  than 
in te res t  in partic ipa tion . Age, sex, educational level, race , m ari ta l  s ta tus ,  
fam ily income, p lace rea red ,  p lace  of residence, and em ploym ent s ta tu s  
a f fe c te d  educational partic ipa tion . Among th e  m ajor f a c e ts  of Lewis' study 
a re . th e  following:
Age
Young adu lts  (18-39 years  of age) had th e  g re a te s t  level of in te res t .  
Four-f if ths  of them  w ere  in te res ted  in partic ipa tion . Lewis (1971) agreed
29
th a t  the ir  re la tive ly  high partic ipa tion  o r ien ta tion  could be accounted  for by 
the ir  high levels of aspiration and goal se tt ing ,  g re a te r  self-confidence, a 
g re a te r  association of educa tion  and job tra in ing  with success in life, a 
feeling of responsibility, and less conflic t with o ther  ac tiv it ies .
Sex
Men p a r t ic ip a ted  slightly m ore th a t  women, whose partic ipa tion  was 
probably limited by family responsibilities. However, a  g re a te r  pe rcen tage  
of th e  women w ere  in te res ted  in fu tu re  partic ipa tion  in education  and job 
tra in ing . It was possible th a t  they recognized th a t  a  g re a te r  number of job 
opportunities would be available to  them  if they  had more education  and job 
train ing .
Educational Level
The level of education  of the  adults  influenced partic ipa tion  
o rien ta tion  and ac tual partic ipa tion  in educa tion  and job train ing . About 
th ree -fou rth s  of the  adults  who a t ten d ed  high school had a  positive 
partic ipa tion  orien ta tion . Only about ha lf  o f  the respondents with ze ro  to  
four years of education  had a  favorable o rien ta tion  tow ard  partic ipa tion  in 
educa tion  and job training.
Race
There was higher partic ipa tion  among th e  w hite  adults .  There was a 
high in te res t  in partic ipa tion  but low ac tu a l  partic ipa tion  among Negroes 
and Indians.
M arital S ta tus
The single and sep a ra ted  people w ere m ore  willing to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
adu lt education  and  job train ing .
Fam ily  Income
As the  level of fam ily income increased, th e  level of partic ipa tion
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orien ta tion  tow ard  adu lt education  and job tra in ing  decreased  slightly.
P laces R eared
Adults who w ere rea red  in town or c i ty  se t t in g s  had th e  g rea te s t  level 
of partic ipa tion  orien ta tion .
P lace  of Residence
City  residents  had the  g re a te s t  level of partic ipa tion  o rien ta tion  while 
rural residents  had lower partic ipa tion  orien ta tion .
Employment S tatus
Unemployed adu lts  had a m ore favorable  partic ipa tion  o rien ta tion  
tow ard o rien ta tion  and job training.
The findings o f  th e  ten -year  Panel Study of Income Dynamics reported  
by Duncan, Coe and Hill (1984) indicated th a t  the  conception of ' the  poor1 as 
a  homogeneous, s tab le  group is wrong. The ac tua l turnover In the  poverty 
population is very  high. It was indicated th a t  a  substantial number of 
individuals w ere  only tem porarily  poor (one o r  tw o years) while a much 
sm aller  group w ere  pers is ten tly  poor (eight out o f  ten  years). Striking 
d ifferences  w ere  found betw een these  two groups a f te r  examining the 
dem ographic d ifferences .  The tem porarily  poor d iffered  from non-poor 
fam ilies in th a t  they had only one or tw o bad years and in this re sp ec t  did 
not appear to  be very  d iffe ren t from  the  population os a whole. The 
pers is ten tly  poor, in con tra s t ,  w ere  heavily co n ce n tra te d  into two 
overlapping groups: black households and fem ale-headed  households. Most 
of th e  women in this group had children a t  home. Children increased the 
household's needs fo r  income and presen ted  ch ild -care  responsibilities that 
a f f e c t  th e  single paren t 's  ab ility  to  work full t im e. O ne-third  of the 
persis ten tly  poor w ere  elderly  people.
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According to  these  researche rs  (Duncan, Coe and Hill, 1984, p. 61), 
implications of these  findings indicated th a t
. . .few people a re  immune to  such events  as personal illness, 
adverse local or national econom ic conditions, or the  death  or 
departu re  of a  spouse. . . these  even ts  can  p rec ip i ta te  a  year or 
tw o of severe  hardship. For them , an tipoverty  program s are  
perhaps best viewed as insurance programs, available if 
necessary  to  cushion them  against the  m ost sev e re  im pacts of 
the ir  tem porary  m isfortune. Given tim e to  adjust, they  will be 
able  to  move out of poverty on an essentially  perm anent basis, 
and presumably will be paying taxes  to  support the  very 
programs th a t  once aided them.
A nother striking point to  note from the  Panel Study as reported  by 
Duncan, Coe and Hill (1984), indicated th a t  most w elfare  recip ien ts  received 
w elfare  for re la tive ly  short periods of tim e. For those who w ere dependent, 
dependency was short-lived. Although w elfa re  income could provide a 
cushion against tem porary  econom ic hardships, th e  benefi t  levels a re  
inadequate to  lift households out of tem porary  poverty . The pers is ten t poor 
who w ere  not on w elfare  would still rem ain  poor a f te r  benefits  a re  added in. 
Beeghley (1983, p. 83) repo rted  th a t
th e  ch a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  long-term public ass is tance  use a re  well 
known: education , fam ily size, sex of household head, race , age 
social isolation, work experience, and previous public ass is tance 
recip iency. For exam ple, a  25-year old woman with five 
children, an  e igh th-grade education , l i t t le  work experience, and 
few  friends or fam ily t ies ,  is especially  likely to  g e t  locked into 
long-term pauperism.
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F urther ,  it was a  misconception th a t  individuals whose parents  w ere  on 
w elfare  a re  likely to  be on th e  w elfare  rolls, too. The findings support this. 
Most adu l t  children from w elfa re  fam ilies w ere  no t receiving w elfare  
income them selves, and m ost of th e  adults  who were receiving w elfare  
income did not com e from w e lfa re  households.
Beeghley (1983) repo rted  th a t  th e re  a re  no d ifferences  betw een the  
poor and non-poor in the  desire  to  work, th e  desire  to  ge t ahead, th e  desire 
to  be occupationally  successful, or any o th e r  m easures of work values.
Sowell (1981) recognized th a t  black Americans cam e out of slavery 
without money or th e  ab ility  to  m anage the ir  own daily lives. Despite this, 
they m ade unbelievable progress over the  years. A rise in incomes, 
occupations, education  and a decline in m orta il i ty  ra te s  a re  evidence of 
the ir  progress. According to  Sowell (1981, p. 224)
th e  race  as a  whole has moved from a position of u t te r  
des ti tu tion—in money, knowledge and r ig h ts ~ to  a  place 
alongside o th e r  groups emerging in the  g rea t  struggles of life.
None have had to  com e from so fa r  back to  join the ir  fellow 
Am ericans.
SOME SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POOR 
The disadvantaged adu lt is d if fe ren tia ted  from the  general population 
no t only by c e r ta in  socio-economic ch a rac te r is t ic s ,  bu t also by ce rta in  
social-psychological ch a ra c te r is t ic s .  As a resu lt ,  ce r ta in  personality  t r a i ts  
common to  the  m em bers of th e  poverty  sub-culture  a re  derived from these 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s .  These ch a ra c te r is t ic s  describe  rela tionships both among 
m em bers of th a t  group and be tw een  th e ir  sub-culture and soc ie ty  (Anderson 
and Niemi, 1970).
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Sneden II (1970) p resen ted  an overview o f the  social cost of poverty. 
Poverty  may resu lt in diminished physical and m ental health , in tellec tua l 
capacity ,  a loss in productiv ity , and o ften  a  breakdown of prim ary and 
secondary rela tions, th e  very s tu f f  o f  which social organization  is made.
Poverty  o f ten  provides anguish and anxiety  and allows for the 
developm ent of fea r ,  envy, and hatred , not ju s t  among the  poor, but also 
among the  w ealth ier m em bers o f  society . The powerful and wealthy fear 
social upheaval as d isparities  becom e g rea te r  within a  society , for they  have 
more to  lose.
P overty  brings suffering, misery and guilt. Impoverishment is 
assoc ia ted  with a lessening of full and meaningful partic ipa tion  in organized 
societal ac tiv ity . Human resources a re  th e  m ost im portant resources any 
social system  possesses; poverty  involves the  w aste  of these  resources and 
the  re ta rda tion  of the  full developm ent of those involved.
The social disorder deriva tive  o f  major social problems as poverty may 
bring about serious disruption or, finally socie ta l breakdown through 
debilita ting revolution. Thus, the  p resence of chronic, despised poverty may 
indirectly  con tribu te  to  internal s tr ife .
Nolan (1965, p. 7) w rote
w here th e  roo ts  of poverty  a re  deep within th e  family s truc tu re ,  
the  se lf-perpe tua ting  seeds of inadequate in tellectual 
developm ent, low or no aspirations, and a t t i tu d es  of apathy, 
despair, and hopelessness a re  sown. Each new generation 
acquires the  sam e cultural p a t te rn s  which make the  poor poorer, 
and the  gap be tw een  them  and the  m ains tream  of American 
society  g rea te r .
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In describing th e  psychological c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of the  poor, Haggstrom
(1970) observed th a t  th e  poor o f ten  regard  the ir  lives as no t being o f  much 
worth  and do not s trugg le  to  escape  the ir  c ircum stances.  They m ee t the ir  
troubles and take  the ir  pleasures on a m om ent- to -m om ent basis. They find 
it very d iff icu lt  to  delay g ra ti f ica t ion  and to  postpone sa tisfac tion . Their 
tim e perspec tive  is foreshortened  by the ir  belief th a t  it is useless to  think of 
the  fu tu re .  Whenever they  re fe r  to  the  fu tu re ,  th e ir  words tend to  be em pty 
of real meaning. They a re  concerned  with survival r a th e r  than  moving up in 
society . More em phasis is p laced  on skills in coping with deprivation and 
unce r ta in ty  and less em phasis on skills required to  make progress.
People  living in poverty  appear ap a th e t ic ,  possess l i t t le  m otivation and 
a re  unable to  co opera te  with each  o th e r  to  solve th e ir  problems. R a th e r  
than having love for one ano ther  as fellow human beings, they  ach ieve 
positive m utual a t t i tu d e s  through seeing them selves as "all in th e  same 
boat."
Among th e  poor th e re  is a  feeling o f  explo ita tion . There  is much 
egoism, envy and hostil ity  tow ards people who prosper. They possess many 
negative and few positive a t t i tu d es .  The poor unite  through suspicion o f  and 
re sen tm en t tow ard  outsiders, and through opposition to  common enem ies  
and hostil ity  to  powerful groups. For them , outsiders are  likely to  injure, 
and the  outside world seems risky and cannot be tru s te d  and m ust be 
defended  against.
Irelan and Besner (1966) ind icated  th a t  low-income for an ex tended  
period of t im e  is assoc ia ted  with ce r ta in  life situations—reduced  access  to  
education , and rec rea tio n ,  poor and crow ded living quarte rs ,  and occupation  
re s t r ic te d  to  manual types o f  work. This s itua tion  resu lts  in a se t  of life
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conditions with four general limitations as presen ted  by Irelan and Besner 
(1966).
(1) L im ited  A lterna tives. Throughout th e ir  life, th e  poor experience 
a  very narrow  range of s itua tions  and  demands and  they  have 
only the  s ligh tes t  opportunity  to  experience varie ties  of social 
and cu ltu ra l se tt ings. Their social ro les a re  limited. They seldom 
are  involved in ac t iv i t ie s  th a t  ta k e  them  out of the ir  
neighborhood and enable  them  to  in te rac t  with o th e r  individuals. 
They seldom have leadership roles o r  occupy positions tha t 
requ ire  specia lized functioning. On the ir  jobs, they a re  faced  
with less com plex situa tions and have few er, less diverse 
s tandards  to  m ee t.
(2) Helplessness. The poor generally  have limited education, and 
possess minimum skills. He has l i t t le  "say1' about his job and 
l i t t le  influence over his working conditions and wages. The poor 
man is a lm ost helpless even to  acqu ire  inform ation and training 
th a t  can  change his s ituation. They have an insignificant amount 
of bargaining power in the  working world.
(3) D eprivation. D eprivation is a lm ost universally associa ted  with 
poverty. Deprivation is a  re la t iv e  te rm  but when it  is defined as 
lack of resources re la tive  to  fe l t  needs and w ants, it is evident 
th a t  A m erica  has one o f  th e  g re a te s t  gaps betw een generally 
acc e p te d  goals and th e  e x te n t  to  which the  lower class can 
rea lis tica lly  ex p ec t  to  a t ta in  them  (Irelan and Besner, 1966).
(4) Insecurity. The poor m an earns low-wages and o f ten  fears th a t  
he would no t have enough money to  survive if  sickness, injury, 
loss o f  work and legal problem s should arise . Loss of job means
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th a t  he will have to  use his savings, if he has any. To him, an 
em ergency expenditure  means th a t  he will have to  postpone his 
re n t  paym ent, face  the  possibility of eviction  and be unable to 
provide preventive health  m easures for h im self  and family. 
According to  McCormick (1965), helplessness of the  poor may result 
because they  are  no t aw are  of the ir  rights  o r  how to  p ro tec t  them . The 
feelings o f  w orthlessness and d e fea t ,  c h a ra c te r i s t ic  of poverty , leave 
v ic tim s in e r t  and apparen tly  ind ifferen t.  The fear th a t  defensive ac ton  on 
the ir  pa r t  will jeopard ize financial help contribute  significantly  to  their 
inertness and indifference.
In A m erica , th e  values and v ir tues  of high a t ta in m en t ,  se lf-  
im provem ent and upward social mobility a re  em phasized. Television and 
o the r  m edia constan tly  remind the  poor of the  richness of life they  are  
missing. The frequent awareness of the ir  deprivation leads the  poor man to  
em barrassed  w ithdrawal and isolation.
The poor constan tly  a re  struggling with these  .conditions which are  
likely to  produce es trangem en t from society , from  o th e r  individuals and 
even from them selves (Irelan and Besner, 1966). According to  Irelan & 
Besner (1966, p. 3)
th e  wholeness of life which m ost of us experience—the 
conjunction of values, knowledge, and behavior which gives life 
unity and meaning—is less o f ten  fe l t  by the  poor. They see  life 
ra th e r  so unpatterned  and unpredic table , a congeries of even ts  in 
which they  have no p a r t  and over which they have no control.
This s itua tion  can be te rm ed  as alienation which can  be genera ted  and fe lt  
in four d if fe ren t  forms in th e  feelings of (I) powerlessness, (2) 
meaninglessness, (3) anom ie and (4) isolation.
37
(I) Powerlessness. The objective condition o f  helplessness in 
re la tion  to  the  larger social order is th a t  one cannot control it. The poor 
think th a t  individuals canno t influence the  functions o f  socie ty  and they also 
feel th a t  they  a re  unable to  influence the ir  own lives.
According to  H aggstrom  (1970, p. 80)
pessimism and fa ta lism  about being able to  a f f e c t  one's own 
s ituations s tem  from a  feeling o f  being v ic tim ized  by 
superord inate , capricious, and m alevolent natura l and social 
forces. Their lives appear to  them  to  be fixed by the  im mutable 
forces of fa te ,  luck, and chance.
On the  subject o f  powerlessness Solomon (1976, p. 171) w rote
powerlessness arises ou t of a  process through which individuals 
o r  groups a re  denied valued identities and  roles on th e  one hand 
and valuable resources on the  o ther.  The ne t  resu lt  is inability 
to  exerc ise  interpersonal influence or com m and the  social 
resources  necessary  for e f fec t iv e  social functioning. . . .power 
genera tes  re spec t  and guarantees  access  to  opportunity. 
R es tr ic tion  of opportunity  not only blights hope, it excludes the 
person from a chance to  acquire th e  knowledge and skill th a t  
would in turn  enable  him to  surmount the  barr ie rs  to  social 
e ffec tiveness .  Absence of power leaves one vulnerable and 
dependent. When opportunities  are  o ffe red  without a showing 
power, we have pa terna lism  which dam ages se lf -respec t ,  
re in fo rces  dependence, and genera tes  a  g r i t ty  re sen tm en t  and 
passive res is tance  th a t  th e  powerful a re  likely to  condemn as 
ingratitude (Solomon, p. 173-174).
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(2) Meaninglessness. Powerlessness is usually accom panied by 
conviction of meaninglessness. The individual may be unable to  grasp the 
s tru c tu re  o f  th e  world in which he lives. He canno t understand  his place in 
it  and does not know w hat to  ex p ec t  from it. F requently, he does not 
understand th e  continuity  o f  pas t experience  and cu rren t ones. The poor 
man feels unable to  p redic t and contro l fu tu re  events.
(3) Anomie. Durkheim re fe r re d  to  "anomie" as a breakdown of those
moral norms th a t  limit desires  and aspirations. This condition may be the
result of one being unable to  accomplish goals in life. An individual caught 
in such a  s ituation  may tend  to  have a fa ta l is t ic  view. The poor are unable 
to  com prehend the  whole of society 's  s t ru c tu re ,  its operation  o r  its 
dysfunctions.
(4) Isolation. Individuals of th e  lowest econom ic s tra tu m  a re  more 
socially isolated than any o th e r  segm ent. The poor man reads  few er printed 
m ateria ls ,  joins few er organizations and knows less of what is going on in his 
com m unity  or the  larger world. As a  resu lt  he fails  to  understand society 
and becom es out of touch with it. Being sepa ra ted  from socie ty  and from 
one ano ther ,  it is natural for them  to  feel alone and detached .
P lan t (1937) indicated th re e  major e f f e c t s  poverty  has on the
personality:
(1) hardening
(2) feelings of insecurity
(3) feelings of inferiority
Hardening is the  brutaliz ing e f f e c t  of rep ea ted  exposure to  the  
harshness of poverty  on th e  personality . Children in poverty are  
continuously exposed to  the  s tresses  and s tra ins  o f  life and becom e very 
in t im a te  in th e ir  early  s tag e  of life with various forms of social problems.
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The constan t exposure to  crue lty  and human suffering causes children to  
develop a veneer of hardness and becom e indifferen t.  If c ircum stances  
fo rce  the  children to  be indifferent for an indefinite period of tim e, 
indifference can becom e a t r a i t  of the ir  personality  and becom es an arm or 
for them —an arm or th a t  prevents  em otional closeness and th a t  could cause 
people to  think these  individuals a re  unemotional.
Anxiety, uncerta in ty ,  panic, res tlessness  and  willingness to  give up 
when challenged with a slightly d iff icu lt task a re  evident when insecurity  is 
p resen t. These behaviors resulting from insecurity  ar ise  when basic t ru s t ,  
confidence o r  th e  feelings of belongingness have been impaired. Continuous 
reassurance th a t  they  are  Hked and being told th a t  they are  doing all right 
can "calm" feelings o f  insecurity.
The feeling of inferiority  is o ften  ano ther  and very im portan t d e fe c t  in 
personality . Children o ften  are  reminded by television and o ther  advertising 
media th a t  the ir  life experiences a re  d iffe ren t com pared  to  those of o ther  
children. When they  experience this d iffe rence , they eq u a te  it w ith being 
inferior.
Deprived c ircum stances  ex e r t  s tra in  on low-income people. However, 
these individuals s tr ive  continuously to  m inimize these  s tra ins .  According 
to  Rodman (1963), value s t re tc h  is one such mechanism. Rodman (1963, p. 
209) explained value s t re tc h
. . . th e  lower-class person, w ithout abandoning th e  general values 
o f  the  society , develops an a l te rn a t iv e  s e t  of values. Without 
abandoning th e  values placed upon success, such as high income 
and high educational and occupational a t ta in m en t,  he s t re tc h e s  
the  values so th a t  lesser degrees of success also becom e 
desirable. Without abandoning th e  values of m arriage  and
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le g itim ate  childbirth  he s t re tc h e s  these  values so th a t  a  non- 
legal union and legally il leg itim ate  children a re  also desirable.
The resu lt  is th a t  th e  m em bers of the  lower class, in many areas, 
have a  w ider range of values than o thers  within th e  society . They 
share the  general values o f  the soc ie ty  with m em bers of o the r  
classes, but in addition they have s tre tc h e d  these  values, or 
developed a l te rn a t iv e  values, which help them  to  ad just the ir  
deprived c ircum stances.
Skene (1966) noted th a t  the  following social-psychological 
ch a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  the  disadvantaged have been identified (Anderson and 
Niemi, 1979).
(1) The disadvantaged are  au th o ri ta t iv e  and re so r t  to  physical ra th e r  
than verbal dominance.
(2) They a re  re s tr ic t iv e ,  especially  if they  hold prohibitive religious 
beliefs.
(3) They a re  predisposed to  pre judice  and in to lerance and tend 
tow ard  black and white thinking.
(4) A nti- in te l lec tua l a t t i tu d es  a re  displayed and they  may re so r t  
m ore to  action  than reflec tion .
(5) They a re  m ore inclined to  physical concre te  thinking and 
learning than to  impersonal a b s tra c t  thinking.
(6) They a re  pessim istic  about a  vocational fu tu re .
(7) They o f ten  a re  suspicious and hostile  tow ard police and d is trus t  
governm ental authority .
(8) Their im aginative and logical powers show li t t le  developm ent.
(9) H ostility , tension and aggression a re  m ore likely to  be revealed  
by them .
Haggstrom (1970) noted th a t  th e  f a c t  of being powerless but with 
needs to  be m e t,  leads th e  poor to  be dependent on th e  organizations, 
persons, and institu tions which can m ee t the ir  needs. These "sources" of 
help may render th e  poor helpless by condescending or hostile  a t t i tudes ,  
explic it  verbal com m unications which s t a t e  or imply the  inferiority  of the  
poor, and callousness or ac tual harassm ent. If the  powerful persons 
a ffec t ing  the  poor a re  divided into tw o groups, th e  benevolent in intention 
and th e  callous or punitive, i t  will be found th a t  the  m ajority  of both types 
of power figures t r e a t  the  poor as inferior and reach  down to  r e la te  to  them . 
According to  Haggstrom (1970, p. 85), " the  s itua tion  o f  dependency and 
powerlessness through internal personality ch a rac te rs ! t ic s  as well as through 
social position leads to  apathy , hopelessness, conviction o f  the  inability to  
a c t  successfully , fa ilure  to  develop skills and  so on."
Haggstrom (1970) indicated th a t  people tend  e i th e r  to  r e t r e a t  from or 
to  a t ta c k  fo rces  controlling the ir  lives which they  cannot a f f e c t  and which 
a re  no t escapable .
Henry (1970, p. 186) explained
but w hat happens to  a person who has no expec ta t ions  or hopes 
for h im self or his children? His behavior, having ne ither  
background nor d irection , is disorganized. What is le ft  of him is 
the  irreducible ash—the  survival self. . . .The survial self has no 
rea l sublim ation o r  higher d isp lacem ent—nothing bu t physical 
life—in a  very limited bu t very in tense form . The survival self 
m ust c o n ce n tra te  on those experiences  which give it continual 
and vivid reassurance  th a t  it is alive—heigh tened  perhaps and 
soothed  by drugs or alcohol. It m ust,  li terally , keep feeling its 
life. Sociologists of m iddle-class background contemptuously
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re fe r  to  this s ta t e  as "hedonism"~living for pleasure. It is not -  
it is flight from death.
Haggstrom  (1970, p. 87) explained th a t
. . . the  problem s of the  poor a re  no t so much o f  poverty as o f  a 
particu la rly  d ifficult varie ty  of situational dependency, a 
helplessness to  a f f e c t  many im portan t social fac to rs  in the ir  
lives, the  functioning o r  purpose of which they  do not 
understand, and which a re  essentially  unpredic table  to  them.
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
Broom and Selznick (1963) defined a com m unity as an  inclusive group 
within which an individual can have m ost of the  experiences and conduct 
most of the  ac t iv i t ie s  th a t  a re  im portan t to  him. Another c h a ra c te r i s t ic  of 
a com m unity  as defined by Broom and Selznick (1963) is th a t  it is bound 
toge the r  by a  shared sense of belonging and members feel a  sense of kinship 
with o the rs  who belong to  it.
Although no t all poor people live in slums, an exam ination  of its 
environm ent will give us a c loser look a t  the  ex ternal conditions under which 
many of th e  poor live. Banfield (1974) described in some deta il ,  th e  slum 
environm ent.
Slums a re  places of exc i tem en t w here  "action" dom inates  the ir  
environm ent. It is no t unusual to  w itness figh ts  or the  presence of 
policemen arres ting  or abating  quarrels among neighbors o r  family m em bers.
The sale o f  s to len  goods, dope "pushers" and "peddlers" and 
pros ti tu tion  a re  com mon among slum dwellers. In this re spec t ,  th e  slums 
serve as favorable  h eadquarte rs  for drug dealers ,  and for the  exploitors the 
slums a re  places of opportunities.
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Finally, it is very d iff icu lt for the  police to  a r re s t  criminals in a  slum. 
This location serves as a  p lace of concealm ent for c r im e breakers. Further, 
going to  ja il, child beating  by neighbors and drunkenness a re  considered a 
p a r t  of daily living for the  poor in the  slums.
It m ust be noted th a t  the  lower-class a re  not the  only people who live 
in slums. Members o f  the  working and m iddle-classes share the ir  te rr i to ry , 
too . These individuals have chosen the  slums for several reasons. Racial 
discrimination, death  of working family m em bers and deprivation of 
opportunities  for education  and em ploym ent influence the ir  decision. 
Because each  class possesses a d is tinc t life sty le , it is no t unusual to  witness 
both the working class, and lower m iddle-class making despera te  e f fo r ts  to 
uphold the ir  values. For exam ple, it is im portan t to  th e  lower middle-class 
th a t  the ir  children a t te n d  school daily  and experience  the  challenge of a 
high quality  education . To live with s t r e e t s  full of garbage, dwellings 
infested  with roaches and ra ts ,  paying high prices for low-quality goods, 
experiencing annoyance and the  daily fear th a t  charac te r ise s  slums, is not 
appealing to  them  and does no t m ee t the ir  expec ta t ion  of the  standards 
typical of the ir  class. Economically they  have no a l te rn a t iv e  but to  remain 
and  experience the  vicissitudes of slum life.
EFFECTS OF SLUM CONDITIONS ON PEOPLE
Conditions such as drugs, gambling, crim es, alcohol, f il th , and crowded 
d ilapidated living q u ar te rs  have several harmful e f fe c ts  on th e  personality. 
For exam ple , Symonds (1968) s ta te d  th a t  th e re  is a  lack of privacy among 
individuals living under crowded conditions. Therefore , expressions of 
violence, irr i ta tion  and annoyance becom e the  common m ethods of 
com m unication be tw een  fam ily m em bers, and children grow up thinking tha t
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this is the  only way to  com m unica te . Children m ay no t have the  experience 
or wisdom to  understand the  overwhelming problems facing adults  living in 
poverty.
Crowding can cause a  child to  develop disillusionment concerning adult 
behavior and may cause him or her  to  becom e pessimistic about the  kind of 
adult he or she will grow up to  be.
Jehlik  (1971) em phasized the  psychological im pact of housing on 
people. According to  Jehlik, man used to  consider his house as a  form of 
she lte r  th a t  served  to  p ro te c t  him from human enem ies, animals and the  
e lem ents .  This provided some psychological security . Jehlik (1971) reported  
th a t  this provision is no t enough for modern man. Family living in a 
satisfying home in a satisfying social environm ent develops a s trong 
em otional a t ta ch m en t  for th e  hom e and its  environm ent. Every person needs 
a p lace where he  o r  she can be roo ted  and identified. A person's image of 
him self or he rse lf  is a f fe c te d  by the  kind o f  house In which he o r  she lives. 
The poor housing conditions under which poverty  vic tim s live, con tribu te  to  
the  decay  of their self-im age.
The adu lts  in a  slum environm ent feel th a t  they  m ust develop some 
kind of resignation in order to  survive. They r e t r e a t  a  g re a t  deal into 
fan tasy  and becom e fa ta l is t ic .  They a re  concerned  only with the  p resen t, 
s ince they  fail to  see the  fu tu re  offering much hope. Sexual promiscuity, 
alcoholism and gambling becom e th e ir  ou tle ts .
Under the  d e fea ted  and resentfu l c l im ate ,  children a re  not supervised 
o r  disciplined adequa te ly  by paren ts .  Children, th e re fo re ,  develop poor 
personal habits  which becom e a  pa r t  of the  ex terna l t r a i t s  th a t  a re  taken  to  
school.
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Henry (1970, p. 187) summed it  up
. . . because  of th e ir  disorganization and lack of hope, th e  poor 
cannot or do no t g e t  to  th e  m ajor sources of econom ic and 
cultural s tim ulation  o f  the ir  neighborhood. C u t o ff  from hope, 
s tim ulation , and change, the  poor neighborhood is an isolated 
human therm odynam ic system .
ESCAPING FROM THE GHETTO 
Symonds (1968) indicated the  following rou tes  of escaping from the 
ghetto .
(1) ac t ive ,  cons truc tive  rou tes  include: politics, school, a r t s  
a th le t ic s  and religion—becoming a p ries t  or m inister.
(2) passive, des truc tive  rou tes  include: c r im e, drug addiction, 
alcoholism, prostitu tion , dependency on w elfare ,  m ental illness 
and o th e r  severe  crippling illnesses.
Loury (1976), c i ted  by D atche r (1982), noted th a t  individuals who grow 
up in a com m unity  with a  high level of income and educational a t ta in m en t 
a re  more likely to  b enefi t  m ore from the ir  com m unity  environm ent than 
individuals growing up in a less favorable com m unity  environm ent. The 
quality  of e lem en ta ry  and secondary schools they  a t ten d  may be higher and 
the ir  peers may have higher educational and occupational aspirations. Also, 
inform ation about ca ree rs ,  higher quality  jobs and  job openings, would be 
m ore  readily  available.
Duncan and H offm an (1984, p. 129-152) ag reed  th a t  fam ily and 
com m unity  environm ent of blacks and w hites d iffe r  im mensely and both  play 
an  im portan t ro le in schooling and early  c a re e r  decisions.
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The composition and quality  o f  neighborhoods in which blacks and 
whites a re  raised a f f e c t  ea r ly  a t ta in m en t.  Therefore , if residential 
segregation  p e r s i s t s ,  gains in black men's earnings and family income may 
never equalize th e  econom ic s ta tu s  of fu tu re  generations of black and white 
working men (Duncan and Hoffman, 1984, p. 129-152).
Brager (1965) s ta te d  th a t  when adults  pa r t ic ipa te  in decision-making 
about m a t te r s  th a t  a f f e c t  the ir  in te res ts ,  the ir  sense of identification  with 
the  com m unity  and th e  larger social o rder  increases. Individuals who 
identify  with the ir  neighborhood and share common values are  likely to  
par t ic ipa te  in com m unity  problem-solving.
Adults can  obtain  learning experiences  from a  w ell-in teg ra ted  
com m unity  and these  experiences can  enable them  to  serve as m ore 
ad equa te  models and in te rp re te rs  of com m unity life for the  young.
Shoemaker (1965) agreed  th a t  vo lunteer leadership contributes 
significantly  to  the  success of programs. Local leaders know the ir  
neighborhood and o f ten  a re  recognized by the  res iden ts  o f  the  com m unity. A 
compelling reason  for working with local leaders  is th a t  they  can  put the 
responsibility for program developm ent and execution  on m em bers of the  
com m unity  served.
Volunteer leadership is insufficient among low-income fam ilies. Lack 
of formal and informal tra in ing  and experiences which give confidence in 
rendering leadership, lack of opportunities  in expressing oneself before a 
group, and lack o f  energy  to  ca r ry  ou t ac t iv i t ie s  a re  some reasons for the 
lack o f  leadership among low-income groups.
Brager (1965) noted  th a t  in low-income areas,  however th e re  are  
adu lts  who have appropria te  a t t i tu d es ,  strivings, verbal skills, and possession 
o f  know-how, and a re  o rien ted  tow ard  the  m iddle-class. These are  the
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adults  who tend to  join formal com m unity organizations and are  confident 
and com peten t  in th e  co llective solution of social problems.
It m ust be noted th a t  the  disadvantaged often  are  unorganized. They 
do no t o f ten  belong to  com munity, social, o r  o th e r  special in te res t  groups. 
A ttending m eetings regularly  is not a  p ar t  of the ir  daily lives since they  feel 
unwanted and out of p lace  in society . Their lack of education makes it very 
d iff icu lt  for them  to  r e la te  to  educa to rs .  Lack of transpo rta tion  and being 
exhausted physically and em otionally  a re  o the r  reasons for failing to  a t ten d  
m eetings (Lacy, 1966).
The life of the  poor is a  hard one and they  have li t t le  energy for 
m eetings. F u r th e r ,  they  have l i t t le  or no money for dress, personal 
grooming or furnishings for the  home of which they can be proud. For this 
reason they  m ay not go to  m eetings since they feel th a t  educa to rs  and o ther  
people present will be well-dressed and groomed. Since they  do no t have 
proper c lo thes they will no t a t ten d  such m eetings. Because of poor house 
furnishings they may h es ita te  to  let educa to rs  and o th e r  outsiders visit the ir  
homes.
B rager (1965) agreed th a t  th ree  barrie rs  can  be iden tif  ied th a t  prevent 
e f fe c t iv e  partic ipa tion  of low-income adults  in com m unity  affa irs :  the
ch a ra c te r is t ic s  of com m unity  life, the  na tu re  o f  lower-income adults, and 
the  s tru c tu re  of the  com m unity  organization e f fo r t .
The opposition o f  already en trenched  organizations is a com m unity 
c h a ra c te r i s t ic  th a t  may p rev en t lower-income people from  partic ipa ting  in 
com m unity  a ffa irs .  The estab lished  groups' positions o f  power a re  
th rea ten ed  and they  fea r  possible forceful ac tion  by the  new com ers.
The n a tu re  o f  lower-income persons and the  c ircum stances  of the ir  
life p resen t ano th e r  obs tac le  to  partic ipa tion . They a re  preoccupied with
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th e ir  day-to -day  problem s o f  survival and have very l i t t le  a t ten tio n  for 
com m unity  affa irs .  Their se lf-defea ting  a t t i tu d es ,  lack of verbal o r  literary  
requ is ites  for organizational skills, and discom fort with the  formal methods 
o f  doing business in organizations inhibit com m unity  partic ipa tion . Further, 
they  may be pessim istic about life, possess l i t t le  hope for "help", tend to  
r e t r e a t  from struggle and feel de fea ted .  Such defea tism , resulting in lack of 
partic ipa tion , produces a loss of in te res t  in changing th e ir  conditions 
(Brager, 1965).
The com m unity  o rganization  itself, while a t tem p t in g  to  involve lower- 
income persons in com m unity  a ffa irs ,  p resen ts  c e r t a i n . obstacles . For 
exam ple, m iddle-class personnel such as  businessmen, or professionals, o ften  
co n s ti tu te  the s ta f f  of organizations. This in itself then becom es a  subtle 
source of intimidation for partic ipa tion . Lower-income persons recognize 
th a t  m iddle-class values and skills d iffe r  from the irs  and may think th a t  
th e ir  d ifferences  m a t t e r  and th a t  the  o rgan ization  ex is ts  only to  serve 
m iddle-class people. They may, the re fo re ,  d isassociate  them selves from  the 
organization.
Further ,  lower-income people may be unfam iliar with the  fo rm ality  of 
organ ization  m eetings, agendas,.ru les  of procedure, e tc .  This fa c t ,  coupled 
with th e  m iddle-class p resence, causes these  individuals to  feel dominated, 
inferior and insecure.
Finally, the  sponsorship of the  com m unity  organization  also a f fe c ts  
th e  e x te n t  of partic ipa tion . O rganizational form and m ain tenance, 
m em bership  se lec tion , ob jectives  and ac t iv i t ie s  a re  de te rm ined  by the  
p rim ary  in te res ts  of th e  sponsoring organization .
Haggstrom (1970) explained th a t  poor people may possess minor skills 
which can  becom e precursors  to  joining social ac t ion  program s and develop
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natura lly  as they  acquire  organizational skills and confidence in using them. 
Haggstrom (1970, p. 81) recognized the  im portance of involving low-income 
people in programs and noted
when income remains cons tan t ,  bu t persons in a neighborhood of 
poverty  becom e involved in successful social ac t ion  on im portan t 
issues, in th e ir  own behalf ,  the ir  psychological o rien ta tion  does 
ex tend  over a  g re a te r  period of tim e, th e ir  feeling of 
helplessness does lessen, th e ir  skills and ac t iv it ie s  do gradually 
change.
SUMMARY
A review of re la ted  l i te ra tu re  established a  foundation for the  p resen t 
study. The various sources c i ted  have con tribu ted  vital background 
information associa ted  with the  study.
The l i te ra tu re  provided evidence th a t  th e re  a re  many theories about 
the  causes of poverty . The "flawed c h a ra c te r"  and " re s tr ic ted  opportunity" 
theories  w ere proposed by Schiller (1976, p. 39-49) to  explain poverty. 
According to the  "flaw ed ch a ra c te r"  theory, because the poor lack diligence 
and in itia tive, they  a re  unable to  improve the ir  econom ic s ta tus .  According 
to  th e  " res tr ic ted  opportunity" theory, th e  poor do no t have adequa te  access  
to  good schools, jobs and income and are  d iscrim iated  against on the  basis of 
color and sex. As a  resu lt ,  they  are  unable to  improve the ir  econom ic 
s ta tu s .
The dual labor m arke t  theory , proposed by D oeringer and P iore (1971) 
argues th a t  th e  labor m arke t  is divided into a  p rim ary  and secondary 
m arke t.  The prim ary  m arke t possesses jobs with high wages, good working 
conditions and chances  of advancem ent.  The secondary m arke t  possesses
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jobs with low wages, poor working conditions and li t t le  chance  of 
advancem ent. The d isadvantaged, because of the ir  poor work h istories  and 
inadequate  skills are  confined to  the  secondary m arke t.
Lewis' (1968) "cu ltu re  of poverty" theory  focuses on the  individual and 
holds th a t  a portion of poor fam ilies possesses ce r ta in  values and a t t i tudes  
th a t  keep them  poor and these  a t t i tu d e s  and values a re  passed on the ir  
children. However, Irelan, Moles and O'Shea (1969) d isagreed with the 
"culture  of poverty" theory . Findings of th e ir  study with th re e  e thn ic  groups 
(Anglo, Negro, and Spanish) revea led  th a t  although' the Anglo and Negro 
subjects  expressed m ore a lienation and fa ta lism , th e  Spanish-speaking 
subjects dem onstra ted  m ost strongly  the  t r a i t s  associa ted  with the  "culture 
o f  poverty" theory.
R eferences  w ere m ade in some sources about the  aspirations of lower 
socio-economic people. Mizruchi's (1967) findings suggested th a t  th e re  is a 
significant segm ent o f  people in th e  re la tive ly  lower social classes who 
e i th e r  do not aspire to  change the ir  socio-economic condition or who, if they 
do desire  change, a re  re lu c tan t  to  tak e  risks. Brown and Marsh (1965) 
disagreed th a t  lower socio-economic people do no t aspire  to  change their 
socio-economic condition. Their findings revea led  th a t  the  d isadvantaged 
fam ilies of the ir  study showed high aspirations for the ir  children and for 
them selves. About th ree -fo u rth s  of th e  sub jec ts  indicated  they  missed out 
on education  but would like the ir  children to  have it. With regard  to  
occupational aspirations, Brown and Marsh (1965) ind icated  th a t  p aren ts  of 
the ir  study p re fe rred  the ir  children to  be professional, m anageria l ,  technical 
o r  skilled workers. Findings o f  Henderson's (1966) study show th a t  a 
m ajority  of lower-class youths ideally aspired for professional o r  managerial 
occupations.
Lewis' (1971) findings of the study of partic ipa tion  p a t te rm s  o f  low 
socio-econom ic s ta tu s ,  pointed out th a t  a g rea t  percen tage  of women w ere  
in te res ted  in fu tu re  partic ipa tion  in education  and job tra in ing . Adults with 
a  high school education had a positive o rien ta tion  in education  and job 
tra in ing  com pared  to  those  with less education .
Concerning th e  neighborhood, Doughlah bnd R oy cra f t  (1967) reported  
th a t  low socio-econom ic farm  families w ere  d issa tisfied  with the 
recrea tiona l fac i l i t ies  in the ir  com m unity  and w ere  less sa tisf ied  w ith the  
condition and appearance o f  the ir  homes.
Findings of the Panel Study repo rted  by Duncan, Coe and Hill (1984) 
id icated  th a t  a  significant number of the  subjects  w ere  w elfa re  recip ien ts. 
However, in many cases, dependency was short-lived and in this respec t ,  
w elfa re - incom e provided a cushion against tem porary  econom ic hardships. 
Beeghley (1983) indicated th a t  th e re  a re  no d iffe rences  be tw een  th e  poor 
and  non-poor in the ir  desire  to  work, the  desire  to  ge t  ahead  o r  th e  desire  to  
be occupationally  successful. Brown and Marsh (1965) concluded th a t  
desp ite  the ir  many problem s the  disadvantaged fam ilies of the ir  study had a 
real desire and a willingness to  improve the ir  econom ic condition.
The l i te ra tu re  provided evidence th a t  th e  disadvantaged adu lt is 
d if fe re n t ia ted  from th e  general population no t only by ce r ta in  socio­
econom ic ch a ra c te r is t ic s ,  but also by c e r ta in  social-psychological 
ch a ra c te r is t ic s .  Irelan and Besner (1966) reported  th a t  the  poor feel 
a l iena ted  from the  re s t  of society  and experience  the  feelings of 
powerlessness and  meaninglessness. It was also reported  th a t  they  a re  
trad itiona l,  pessim istic  about a  vocational fu tu re  and suspicious o f  outsiders. 
They are  concerned  only with th e  p resen t since they  fail to  see  th e  fu tu re  
o ffering  much hope. H aggstrom  (1970, p. 87) explained th a t  th e  problems of
th e  poor w ere  not so much of poverty , but resu lt  from  o d iff icu lt  va r ie ty  of 
situational dependency, a  helplessness to  a f fe c t  many im portan t social 
fac to rs  in the ir  lives. P lan t (1937) s ta te d  th a t  poverty  has th ree  major 
e f f e c t s  o f  personality . These are: (I) Hardening o r  brutalizing e f f e c t  of 
rep ea ted  exposure to  the  harshness of poverty  on the  personality; (2) 
Feelings of insecurity; and (3) Feelings of inferiority .
In describing th e  slum com munity, Banfield (1974) noted the  
prevalence of drugs, gambling, crim es, alcohol and poor living conditions and 
the ir  harmful e f f e c t s  they have on th e  personality . The im portance of the  
com m unity  environm ent has been em phasized by Duncan and Hoffman 
(1984). The com m unity  environm ent plays an im portan t ro le in schooling 
and early  c a re e r  decisions and a t ta in m en t.
CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH DESIGN
This chap te r  p resen ts  an explanation of th e  re search  design used to  
conduct this study. The organization  of th e  design is ca tego rized  as follows:
(1) Selection of m ethod
(2) Developm ent of insturm ent
(3) Interview guide
(4) D escription of population
(5) The sam ple
(6) Problems with th e  original sam ple design
(7) D ata  collection
(8) T rea tm en t o f  d a ta
(9) The dependent variable
SELECTION OF METHOD 
Any m ethod o f  obtaining d a ta  th a t  involves ex tensive  w rit ten  
com m unication is re jec ted .  It is assumed th a t  individuals with limited 
ab ility  o f  w ri t ten  expression a re  not likely to  coopera te  in a study  th a t  
requires  extensive reading o r  writing on the ir  p a r t .  For th is reason personal 
in terview s w ere  considered the  most feasib le  m ethod of d a ta  collection.
There a re  c e r ta in  advantages  o ffe red  by the  personal interview  
m ethod. F irs t,  personal co n tac t  provides g re a te r  assurance th a t  responses
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would be obta ined. It also serves as an  exce llen t m ethod  to  gain the 
respondents ' confidence. Second, an in terv iew  s itua tion  provides the 
opportunity  to  c la rify  any unclear questions or vague responses, allowing the 
in terv iew er a  chance to  pursue indepth the  responses of each  in terviewee.
According to  Dellefield  (1965), the  validity of responses is of g rea t  
im portance to  th e  re sea rche r .  In th e  in terview  process, it is essential to  
d e te rm ine  w hether the respondents are  m otiva ted  by external fac to rs  to  
give responses th a t  do no t rep resen t th e ir  true  feelings, beliefs and 
a t t i tudes .  Even when no fac to r  ex e r ts  pressure on the  respondents to  d is to r t  
the ir  response purposely, th e  re sea rch e r-m u s t  next de te rm ine  w hether  th e  
individual can give an  a c c u ra te  response even when he/she  w ants  to .  The 
concep t of salience th e re fo re  becom es m ost im portan t to  th e  researcher.  
Dellefield (1965) pointed out th a t  th e re  is a  h ierarchy  of motives, in teres ts ,  
dislikes, fears ,  a t t i tu d es ,  opinions, e tc . ,  within a person's consciousness. To 
the  individual, some of them  are  only slightly fe l t  and are  th e re fo re  not 
verbalized. They play a smalt ro le in guiding everyday behavior. A t the  
high end of the  h ierarchy , th e re  are  m otives, in te res ts ,  dislikes, e tc . ,  th a t  
a re  m os t sa lien t to  the  individual and a re  verbalized fluently  or in an 
intelligible way with people whom he/she com m unica tes. i t  has been 
assum ed th a t  th e  hab ituation  acquired through verbalization  becom es the  
im petus for guiding an individual in his regular p a t te rn  of behavior 
(Dellefield, 1965). The au thor th e re fo re  concludes th a t  if a  respondent 
indicates educa tion  as a  prim ary  aspiration of h is /her life, it is h is /her t ru e  
feelings and his response is no t an  a t te m p t  to  deceive or im press th e  
in terv iew er. Conversely, if education  is no t indicated  as  an  aspiration, then 
it is concluded th a t  it has no sa lience to  the  individual.
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DEVELOPMENT OF INSTRUMENT 
An extensive  review of l i te ra tu re  failed to  identify a  suitable 
instrum ent for th is study. It was th e re fo re  necessary  for th e  au thor to  
cons truc t an in terview  guide to  ga ther  da ta .  Burman (1958) conducted a 
s imilar study to  de te rm ine  th e  aspirations of persons on lower socio­
econom ic levels, the  d ifficu lties  they recognized  in aspirational fulfillm ent 
and th e  opportunities they desired fo r  achieveing the ir  aspirations. The 
p resent study utilizes many o f  the  m ethods and procedures used by Burman 
(1958) with regard  to  the  se lec tion  of m ethod, development of instrum ent, 
da ta  collection, t r e a tm e n t  and classification.
In designing this instrum ent, it was decided to  use questions tha t would 
encourage respondents  to  rep o r t  freely  and give inform ation through 
informal, but d irec ted ,  conversation. Burman (1958) recognized tha t 
inform ality  is conducive to  easing tensions and utilized this approach 
because it is likely to  reduce  possible defensiveness and fac i l i ta te s  the  
thought processes of respondents by focusing the ir  a t ten tio n  on general 
questions.
A nother decision m ade was to  avoid d irec t  re fe ren c e  to  personal 
lim itations of the  respondents in p repared  questions. D irec t  re fe ren c e  to  
limitations may se t  up defensive reactions and p reven t the  respondents from 
com m unicating inform ation freely, thereby  causing th e ir  responses to  
possess l i t t le  validity.
A study of this na tu re  can  p resen t several problems rela ting to  
re liab ility  and validity. Burman (1958) recognized  th a t  re liab ility  and 
validity  a re  no t beyond th e  control of the  investigator and took 
precau tionary  measures prior to  the  ac tu a l  collection of d a ta .  In this study, 
the  following m easures which w ere  taken  by Burman (1958) to  claim
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re liab ility  and validity  of interview  responses w ere observed:
(I) incorporating appropria te  suggestions m ade by au tho ri ta t ive  
sources; (2) securing the  judgem ent o f  qualified persons in developing 
questions; (3) ob jectively  soliciting the  opinions and reac tions  of those 
interviewed during th e  study; and (4) utilizing personal experience  gained 
from conducting the  prelim inary  interviews. The resulting contro ls  have 
been the basis for assuming d a ta  used in this study a re  valid and reliable .
INTERVIEW GUIDE
The interview guide (appendix A) consisted of th ir ty - tw o  questions 
th a t  w ere  u tilized  to  form th e  research  model (fig. 1) which consisted  of 
f ive com ponents—aspirations, sa tis fac tion ,  a t t i tu d e ,  personal and barriers. 
Questions w ere designed to  g a th e r  inform ation on each  component as 
follows:
(1) The respondents ' aspirations with regard  to  schooling, job,
income, neighborhood and life in general.
(2) The respondents ' sa tisfac tions  with regard  to  schooling, job,
income, neighborhood and life in general.
(3) The respondents ' a t t i tu d es  toward education , education  and
money and life in general.
(4) The respondents ' personal ch a ra c te r is t ic s—age, sex, m arita l
s ta tu s ,  fam ily size, educa tion , em ploym ent and hea lth .
(5) B arrie rs  with regard  to  em ploym ent and respondents ' life goals. 
Information about th e  respondents ' perceptions of poverty  and group 
aff il ia t ion  was also solicited.
In designing questions, th e  language and custom s of th e  population to  
be s tudied w ere  taken  into consideration . Caution was exerc ised  concerning
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word selection, question construction , colloquial expressions and mannerisms 
of the  t r a c ts '  population.
The interview guide was then  te s t e d  among a  group of ten  low-income 
adu lts  living in North Baton Rouge. Results  from the  interviews indicated a 
need for rewording some questions.
FIG. I. THE RESEARCH MODEL OF SELECTED 
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According to  the  census rep o r t  of 1980, Louisiana had a  to ta l  
population of 4,203,972. Of these , 2,911,243 w ere w hite , 1,237,263 w ere 
black, 12,064 w ere  Indian, 23,771 w ere Asian and 19,631 w ere  classified as 
"other". E as t Baton Rouge Parish  had a  population of 366,191. The urban 
population was 3 3 1,344 and the  rural population was 34,847.
Comparing th e  population of the  parish by race  and age, it is noted 
th a t  18,294 whites and 12,132 blacks w ere  under 5 years of age. There  w ere 
48,919 w hite  and 29,630 blacks betw een 5-17 years of age. In the  age  group 
of 18-65, th e re  w ere  161,390 whites and 65,456 blacks. Records indicate  
th a t  th e re  w ere  17,738 w hites and 7,523 blacks in the  over 65 year ca tegory . 
The median age for whites was 27.5, while the  median age for blacks was 
23.4.
The parish had a to ta l  of 124,305 households. There  were 88,503 white 
households and 34,348 black households. Tw enty-nine thousand, six hundred 
ninety tw o whites and 9,885 blacks w ere  m arr ied  with children; 26,279 
w hites and 6,198 blacks w ere  m arried  without children. There  w ere  593 
w hites and 691 blacks as single m ale  householders with children; 1,080 white 
and 686 black single male householders w ithout children  w ere  recorded. 
T here  w ere  m ore black fam ilies  than  w hite  as single fem a le  householders 
with children—6,070 black and 4,401 w hite  families. Similarly, th e re  w ere  
m ore  single black than  single w hite  as fem a le  householder w ithout children— 
2,935 black and 2,649 w hite  fam ilies. In addition, 6,883 black and 24,169 
white households w ithout children w ere  recorded  in th e  parish. Comparing 
i l leg itim ate  b irths, th e re  was a  to ta l  of 1,275 for blacks and  223 for  whites.
An analysis of th e  census d a ta  on education  level o f  th e  population, 
revea led  th a t  15,342 blacks and 9,939 w hites  had com plete  1-8 years of
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e lem en ta ry  school. However, m ore w hites (17,370) than blacks (10,023) had 
com ple ted  1-3 years of high school. Also, m ore  w hites (44,743) than blacks 
(I 3,743) had com pleted  four years of high school. More whites (27,067) than 
blacks (6,766) had com pleted  1-3 years of college. Only 7,357 blacks had 
com pleted  4 or more years of college, com pared  with a  much larger number 
(37 ,021) of w hites  who w ere  able to  com ple te  4 o r  m ore years of college.
Examining the  median education  level by race  and sex, it is seen th a t  
th e  m edian for both m ale and fem ale  whites betw een the  age group o f  18-24 
was 13.0 while the  f igu re  was 12.5 and 12.8, respectively , for black males 
and fem ales in the  sam e age group. The m edian fo r  white males and 
fem ales  over 24 was 13.7 and 12.7, respectively , while 12.1 was the  median 
fo r  black males and fem ales in this age group. Comparing both age groups, 
the  median for blacks w as lower. Finally, in E as t Baton Rouge Parish , the re  
w ere 832 males and 1,453 fem ales  enrolled in 4-H. Of these , 1,313 w ere  
w hites  and 972 w ere  blacks.
Comparing the  occupation  d is tribution by race  and sex, th e re  was a 
g re a te r  number of w hites than blacks in managerial occupations. The d a ta  
showed 11,1-18 white males and 5,156 w hite  fem ales, versus 1,071 black 
m ales  and 939 black fem ales. In the professional specia lty  ca tego ry ,  again 
th e re  was a  larger number of w hites than  b la c k s ~ l0,674 and 8,869 white 
m ales and fem ales  respec tive ly , com pared with 1,322 and 3,421 black males 
and fem ales, respec tive ly .  The a re a  of technica l sales and adm in is tra t ive  
support also recorded  a  higher number of w hites than blacks; 16,544 males 
and 27,020 w hite  fem ales  held positions in th is  a rea ,  while only 2,837 males 
and 6,915 black fem ales  occupied jobs in this sam e category .
The se rv ice  occupation  ca teg o ry  was th e  only a re a  th a t  recorded  
few er whites. There  w ere  m ore blacks in th is job ca tego ry  than the  o the r
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ca teg o r ie s  too; 4,107 male and 4,150 fem ale  whites w ere  in service 
occupations, while 3,427 male and 7,660 fem a le  blacks w ere  em ployed in the  
sam e sec tor .
Since income is used as an indicator o f  poverty  in this study, tab le  2 
has been adap ted  from the  census to  com pare family income levels of black 
and w hite  families in E ast Baton Rouge Parish . An analysis of the  da ta  
indicates th a t  white fam ilies in the  parish earned  more than black families 
a t  all income levels. The income level of $0-4,999 records the  highest 
number of black fam ilies (5,330), com pared with o the r  levels. In the 
$10,000-14,999 ca tego ry ,  th e re  w ere  4,342 black families com pared  with 
6,676 w hite  families. The $25,000-34,999 and $35,000-49,999 levels 
recorded th e  highest number of white fam ilies (16,564 and 10,519, 
respectively). On th e  o th e r  hand, less than 4,000 black fam ilies w ere 
recorded a t  the  sam e income level. The m edian family income was $21,754, 
while the  per  cap i ta  income was $7,476.
In th e  parish, 22,085 males and 30,570 fem ales w ere  below th e  poverty  
level. There  w ere a to ta l  of 300,023 people above and 52,655 below the 
poverty  level; 220,088 whites and 76,744 blacks were above the  poverty  
level. There  was a  larger number of blacks (33,385) below the  poverty  level, 
com pared w ith  the  figure of 18,011 for w hites. For fam ilies with single 




A COMPARISON OF INCOME LEVELS OF BLACK AND WHITE FAMILIES 
IN EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA.
Number o f  families
Income Level White Black Total
up to  4,999 2,990 5 ,330 8320
5,000-7,999 2,191 . 2 ,923 5,1 14
8,000-9,999 2 ,854 2 ,540 5,394
10,000-14,999 6 ,676 4,342 11,018
15,000-19,999 ■ 7 ,888 3,267 11,155
20,000-24,999 8,961 2,636 11,597
25,000-34,999 16,564 3,313 19,877
35,000-49,999 10,519 1,629 12,148
50,000 and over '5 ,6 9 1 485 6 ,176
TOTAL 64,334 26,465 90,799
SOURCE: D etailed  population ch a ra c te r is t ic s :  Louisiana 1980 Census of 
Population. U. S. D epartm en t o f  C om m erce , Bureau of the  Census.
62
THE SAMPLE
The na ture  of this investigation d ic ta te d  th a t  only heads of low- 
income families be included in the study. The decision to  confine the  study 
to  low-income families influenced the  sampling procedures.
Census da ta  for 1980 provided the  poverty  percen tage  o f  fam ilies  in 
each  t r a c t  of E as t Baton Rouge parish. Based on this information, th ir teen  
t r a c t s  with 14.8 to  52.7 p ercen t fam ilies below the  poverty  level w ere  
se lec ted  for this study. The th i r te e n  t r a c t s  consisting o f  18,848 housing' 
units w ere  located  in the  northern  section  o f  East Baton Rouge Parish. 
Table 3 indicates the  num ber of housing units, sam ple s ize and poverty  
pe rcen tage  of the  se lec ted  t r a c ts .
TABLE 3
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLE OF LOW-INCOME PEOPLE IN EAST 
BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA, I 984.
% fam ilies below
T rac t  it it housing units sam ple s ize poverty  level
0001 720 4 28 .4
0003 1, 133 6 15.0
0005 2 ,023 1 1 19.4
0006 3,051 16 17.0
0008 1,128 6 22 .3
0009 2,251 12 24 .7
0010 2,356 12 35 .3
0013 950 5 52 .7
0014 398 2 3 6 .8
0021 1,143 6 4 4 .8
0030.01 1,285 7 35 .0
0031 1,682 9 29 .7
0042.03 728 4 14.8
TOTAL 18,848 100
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The sample consisted  of 100 heads of households, with each  t r a c t  
contributing to  a ce r ta in  proportion based on the  num ber o f  housing units it 
contained. The sample s ize for each  t r a c t  was derived  by dividing the 
num ber of housing units  per t r a c t  by the  to ta l num ber o f  housing units. The 
percen tage  obta ined was then multiplied by 100 to  g e t  the  sample size for 
th e  individual t r a c t .
Once the  sam ple size for each  t r a c t  was determ ined , s t r e e t s  to  be 
included in the study w ere  randomly se lec ted  from ea c h  t r a c t .  For example, 
the  sample s ize for t r a c t  0013 was 5. T herefore , five s t r e e t s  w ere  randomly 
se lec ted  from t r a c t  0013. Then, one family was chosen per s t r e e t  and the 
head  was interviewed if the  eligibility  requ irem en ts  for th e  study w ere m e t.  
If the  se lec ted  fam ily did no t m ee t  the  eligibility requ irem ents ,  ano ther  
family was se lec ted  from th e  sam e s tre e t .
PROBLEMS WITH THE ORIGINAL SAMPLING DESIGN
The original sam ple d ic ta te d  th a t  100 heads of households from 13 
census t r a c ts  be se lec ted  for the  study. However, when th e  re sea rche r  and 
his assis tan ts, local res iden ts  of the  a rea  and university s tuden ts ,  in itia ted  
th e  study, th e  following m ajor problems w ere  encountered:
(1) Respondents se lec ted  w ere re luc tan t to  p a r t ic ip a te  in the  study.
(2) Respondents se lec ted  requested  to  check back la te r ,  but w ere  
not a t  home when a  second v isit was made.
(3) A significant number o f  respondents se lec ted  w ere senior 
c i t izens  who w ere  e i th e r  ill o r  unable to  give appropria te  
responses to  questions asked.
As a  resu lt of these  problems, th e  re sea rch e r  m ade  th e  decision to  
in terview  individuals who w ere  a t  home, willing to  p a r t ic ip a te ,  and m e t the
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eligibility  requ irem ents  o f  the  study. Because of the  problem s in finding 
eligible in terv iew ees, additional t r a c t s  w ere  added to  the  sample. The final 
sample o f  the  study consisted of 62 respondents  living in low-income housing 
p ro jec ts  and 38 respondents  living in areas  surrounding th e  housing pro jec ts  
prim arily in North Baton Rouge.
DATA COLLECTION 
The investigator was introduced to  th e  respondents by tw o  local 
residents. The respondents  w ere  then  given a brief, p repared  s ta te m e n t  
concerning th e  purpose of the  interview and general na tu re  of the 
inform ation desired. The identical in troductory  s ta te m e n t  con ta ined  in the 
interview guide (appendix A) was used.
The interview  began when the  respondents seem ed  re laxed  and 
indicated a willingness to  ta lk  about himself. Based upon the  responses 
given to  questions number one and number tw o (appendix A) th e  eligibility of 
the repondents for the  study was determ ined .
The main portion of each  in terview  was brought to  a  close w henever it 
was apparent th a t  a respondent had given all the  re levan t inform ation he 
could or would. Exact recordings w ere  m ade o f  responses in order to  avoid 
loss of meaning through trans la tion . The average length for each  interview 
was approxim ate ly  th i r ty  minutes.
TREATMENT OF DATA 
A fte r  the  in terview  process was com pleted  in August, 1984, the 
questionnaires w ere  rev iew ed by th e  re sea rch e r .  D ata  w ere  coded on 80- 
column code shee ts  and keyed on d iske ttes .  All missing d a ta  w ere  coded 
blank and no t averaged  into th e  findings. S ta t is t ic a l  analyses of th e  d a ta
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w ere done using the  S ta t is tica l Analysis System (SAS) a t  Louisiana S ta te  
University.
The f irs t  s tep  in the  t r e a tm e n t  of the  d a ta  involved categorising the 
responses perta in ing to  aspirations, sa tisfac tions  and barr ie rs  to  aspirational 
fu lfi llm ent. Burman (1958) utilized five qualified persons to  classify  d a ta  in 
a  sim ilar s tudy. Their c lass ifica tion  system  described below had been 
modified and is used in this study.
The persons classifying d a ta  were asked to  m a tch  each phrase 
expessing an aspiration with one o f  the  following areas  as defined:
M aterial: All phrases in terp re ted  as desires for personal
possessions for self or fam ily m em bers.
Personal: All phrases in terp re ted  as  desires for good health ,
happiness, s taying alive, independence and friendship.
M onetary: All phrases in te rp re ted  as desires for m oney/w ealth .
O ccupational: All phrases in terp re ted  as desires for high-paying jobs
or job training.
Educational: All phrases in te rp re ted  as desires for additional
schooling or learning for self or fam ily members.
Familial: All phrases in te rp re ted  as desires for a  good
rela tionship  betw een paren ts  and children.
Phrases identifying sa tisfac tions  w ere m atched  with one o f  the  following:
Fam ilial: All phrases re la ting  to  children.
Personal: All phrases rela ting to  religion and se lf—being
healthy, happy, independent and alive.
M ateria l:  All phrases re la ting  to  m a te r ia l  possessions.
O ccupational: All phrases re la ting  to  job/job training.
Every phrase identifying a  b a rr ie r  to  aspirational fu lfillm ent was
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m atched  with one of the  following:
Monetary: All phrases in te rp re ted  as re ferences  to  money.
Personal: All phrases in te rp re ted  as  re ferences  to  health ,
transpo rta tion ,  baby-sitting  and initia tive.
Occupational: All phrases in te rp re ted  as references  to  job/job skills.
Educational: All phrases in te rp re ted  as re fe rences  to  schooling.
The nex t s tep  in the  t r e a tm e n t  of the d a ta  involved analyses. The 
da ta  co llec ted  w ere  analyzed  by tw o ways. F irs t ,  all questions pertaining to  
personal fac to rs  (age, sex, m ari ta l  s ta tus ,  fam ily size, health , education  and 
employment), income and money, a t t i tu d e  scores, a t t i tu d e  tow ard life, 
a t t i tu d e  tow ard  education  and money, things most sa tisfied  with in life, 
aspirations o f  life, aspirations for children, barr ie rs  to  life aspirations, 
perception  of poverty , group/organization mem bership and neighborhood 
w ere  grouped and presen ted  in te rm s  of frequency and percen tages  in 
tabu lar form.
The second m ethod of data  analysis involved determ ining s ta t is t ica lly  
significant d iffe rences  in a t t i tu d e ,  the  dependent variable, considering the 
respondents ' ch a ra c te r is t ic s—age, family size, m ari ta l  s ta tus ,  level of 
education , sa tisfac tion  with education obtained, em ploym ent s ta tu s ,  ex ten t  
o f  em ploym ent, job sa tisfac tion , sa t is fac tion  with income, group 
membership, years living in neighborhood and sa tisfac tion  of neighborhood 
as a  place to  live.
THE DEPENDENT VARIABLE
Question number 25 consisted of 7 s ta te m e n ts  on a t t i tu d e  tow ard  life. 
O f these ,  six w ere  negative and one was a  positive s ta te m e n t .  Respondents 
w ere  asked to  ind icate  w hether they  strongly  agreed, agreed, disagreed, or
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s trongly  disagreed with the  s ta te m e n ts .  Responses w ere  assigned values of 
4, 3, 2, and I for the  four-point scale , depending upon th e  d irec tion  of the  
response. The maximum score  th a t  a  respondent could ge t was 28, while the 
minimum was seven. This scoring system  re f le c ted  a  continuum of scores 
ranging from th e  higher scores, which indicated a  m ore positive a t t i tu d e  
tow ard life, com pared  with th e  lower scores which indicated the  reverse.
The weighted scores  w ere  considered as ordinal d a ta  and one-way 
analysis of variance  (ANOVA) was used to  de te rm ine  if th e re  were 
s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant d iffe rences  in a t t i tu d e .  Mean a t t i tu d e  scores  for 
the  respondents and the  re la te d  F -ra t io  provided this information.
One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) is a  s ta t is t ic a l  technique for 
te s t ing  the  null hypothesis th a t  two or m ore samples com e from population 
with the  same means. This technique provides an  F - ra t io  which is defined as 
th e  Mean Square betw een groups to  the  Mean Square within groups. The 
value of F is com pared with the  c rit ica l value of F for degrees of freedom 
betw een  groups and degrees of freedom  within groups to  eva lua te  
relationships and associations betw een dependent and independent variables 
(Spence, Cotton, Underwood & Duncan, I 983).
The probability level used in the  study for determ ining  a s ta t is t ica lly  
significant d iffe rence  was 0.20. This level was chosen in view of the  
re la tive ly  less e x a c t  n a tu re  and experim enta l  controls of social science 
research  as com pared  with research  in the  basic sciences.
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In th is  chap te r ,  the  findings of th e  study a re  presen ted  in two 
sections. F irs t ,  da ta  a re  p resen ted  by frequency and percen tage  distribution 
for the  following: education, em ploym ent, income, general perceptions and 
aspiration, a t t i tu d e  scores, a t t i tu d e  s ta te m e n ts ,  and com m unity  affilia tions. 
Second, relationships betw een the  dependent variable (mean a t t i tu d e  scores) 
and se lec ted  independent variables (age, family size, m ari ta l  s ta tu s ,  level of 
education , sa tisfac tion  with education  obta ined, em ploym ent s ta tus ,  ex ten t  
o f  em ploym ent, job sa tisfac tion , sa tisfac tion  with income, group 
mem bership, years living in neighborhood and sa tisfac tion  of neighborhood) 
w ere  analyzed  for s ta t is t ic a l  s ignificance.
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS 
Personal ch a rac te r is t ic s .
In discussing personal ch a rac te r is t ic s ,  re fe ren ce  is m ade to  tab le  4. 
One hundred black heads of household, ranging from 17 to  75 years were 
in terview ed for th e  s tudy. The age group of 26-35 years accounted  for the 
highest pe rcen tage  (41) of respondents, followed by the  17-25 age group 
which con ta ined  34 percen t.  Seventy-five pe rcen t  of the  respondents  w ere  
be tw een  17-35 years while only 25 p e rce n t  w ere within the 36-75 age group.
With re fe ren c e  to  m ari ta l  s ta tu s ,  only 19 pe rcen t  w ere m arried , while 
81 percen t w ere  e i th e r  no t m arried  o r  no t living with a  spouse.
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The family s ize  ranged from one to  eleven  persons, with the  1-3 
persons group containing the  highest percen tage  (47) followed by the 5-1 I 
person group, with 27 percen t .  The m ean family s ize was 3.87.
With regard  to  hea lth ,  39 percen t fe l t  th a t  th e ir  health  was good, 
while 23 percen t  considered it fa ir  to  poor. Th irty -e igh t percen t 
considered the ir  health  as exce llen t to  good. The re sea rch e r  observed th a t  
some individuals who w ere  excessively obese considered the ir  h ea l th  to  be 
good to  exce llen t.
TABLE 4
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS, BATON 
ROUGE, 1784.
Personal C h arac te ris tic s
R espondents nomina item  
Number P ercen t
Age
17-25 years 34 34
26-35 years 41 41




Fem ale 98 98
100 100
M arital S ta tu s







1-3 persons 47 47
4 persons 26 26
5-11 persons 27 27
100 100
H ealth  {os described by th e  respondent)
E xcellent 19 19







With re fe re n c e  to  educational level (table 5), 39 percent o f  the  
respondents  did no t have a high school education . Twenty-seven percen t of 
th e  respondents  had a  9-1 I th  grade education, 24 percen t earned  some 
vocational, techn ica l,  t r a d e  o r  business education , while 16 percen t received 
one to  two years  of college education. Only tw o percen t of the  respondents 
had a  g raduate  o r  professional education . A to ta l  of 61 percen t had an 
education  beyond high school, while 12 percen t had never a t ten d ed  high 
school.
TABLE 5
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item  
Educational level Number P e rcen t
less than  2nd grade 3 3
3-5th grade 2 2
6-8th grade 7 7
9-11 th grade 27 27
High school g raduate 19 19
Some vocational, technica l, 
t r a d e  o r  business 24 24
1-2 years college 16 16
G raduate  or professional school 2 2
TOTAL 100 100
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Table 6 indicates the  distribution of responses re la ting  to  the 
respondents' sa tisfac tion  with schooling. Tw enty-four percen t w ere  fully 
satisfied , while 56 percen t or the  highest number of the respondents were 
som ew hat sa tisf ied  with the  schooling they  had rece ived . Ten percen t 
e i th e r  w ere som ew hat or com plete ly  dissatisfied with th e ir  schooling. A 
to ta l  of 76 percen t of the  respondents w ere  not com plete ly  sa tisf ied  with 
the ir  schooling.
TABLE 6
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SATISFACTION WITH 
ROUGE, 1984.
OF RESPONSES OF 
SCHOOLING, BATON
Respondents naming item
Satisfac tion  with schooling Number P ercen t
Com plete ly  sa tisfied 24 24
Somewhat sa tisf ied 56 56
Somewhat d issatisfied 10 10
Com plete ly  d issatisfied 10 10
TOTAL 100 [00
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A com ple te  college education  was most o ften  reported  as the thing 
respondents missed in school, followed closely by failure  to  com ple te  high 
school (table 7). Vocational tra in ing  and com m unication skills w ere  reported  
only about half  as o ften  as things respondents missed.
TABLE 7
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY THINGS MISSED OUT IN 
LIKE TO HAVE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
OF RESPONSES OF 
SCHOOL AND WOULD
Respondents naming item
Things missed ou t in school 
and would like to  have Number Percen t
Com plete  college education 21 21
Vocational, t rad e ,  technical 
or business training 12 12
Com plete  high school education 20 20
Com m unication skills 
(reading, writing and m ath) II 11
O thers 12 12
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Although 92 percen t ag reed  to  some degree  th a t  a  good education  is 
necessary  to  ge t  ahead  in life, only 64 percen t  would consider going back 
for more schooling (Table 8).
TABLE 8
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY ATTITUDE TOWARD EDUCATION, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naminq item
A tt i tu d e  tow ard schooling/education Number Percen t
More schoolinq
Would consider going back
fo r  m ore schooling 64 64
Would not consider going back
for m ore  schooling 12 12
"A qood education  is necessary  
to  qe t ahead in life."
Fully agree 78 78
Slightly agree 14 14
Undecided 2 2
D isagree _6 6
TOTAL 100 100
Reason for no t fully aqreeinq 
th a t  a  qood educa tion  is necessary  
to  qe t  ahead  in life
"A good education  does not
g u a ran tee  a  job." 19 19
O ther 3 3
Ik
There w ere  four general academ ic  a rea s—professional, technical, 
c le r ica l ,  serv ice  and labor in which respondents  would like to  ge t  training 
( tab le  9). More individuals (28 percent)  would like to  be tra in ed  in the 
professional academ ic  area .  In descending order, techn ica l (12%), c lerical 
(10%), service and labor (7%) w ere  o th e r  a reas  in which individuals would 
like to  get training.
TABLE 9
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL ACADEMIC AREAS WOULD LIKE 
TO GET TRAINING, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
G eneral academ ic  areas would like 
to  ge t  training Number P ercen t
Professional 28 28
Technical 12 12
C lerical 10 10
Service and labor 7 7
O thers k k
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The responses re la ting  to  specific  areas  o f  in te re s t  in which the 
respondents wished to  have train ing indicate in tab le  10 th a t  a higher 
proportion (21 percen t)  desired  to  be tra ined  as a  te a c h e r / te a c h e r 's  aide. 
Ten p e rce n t  desired  to  have sec re ta r ia l  training, while eight percen t desired 
train ing in social work. In terests  as a  com puter opera to r  and a  beautician  
followed nex t with seven and five percen t,  respectively  desiring train ing in 
those fields. Only th ree  percen t of the  respondents desired  tra in ing  as an 
e lec tr ic ian ,  while 10 percen t had in te re s ts  in o th e r  fields.
TABLE 10
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SPECIFIC ACADEMIC AREAS WOULD LIKE TO 
GET TRAINING, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
Specific academ ic  a reas  would
like to  ge t training Number P e rcen t
T ea ch e r / teach e r 's  aide 21 21
S ecre taria l 10 10
Social Worker 8 8
C om puter  opera to r 7 7
B eautician 5 5
Elec tr ic ian 3 3
O ther 10 10
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Employment
Table I I shows th a t  only 29 percen t of th e  respondents w ere  employed 
and  th e  m ajority  (69 percent)  w ere  unemployed. Two percen t w ere  re tired . 
.Of the  employed, 66 p ercen t worked full- tim e, and 34 percen t worked p a r t -  
t im e .  Eighty-four percen t  of th e  respondents indicated they would 
defin ite ly  like to  be employed, while only six percen t would possibly like to  
b e  em ployed. Ten percen t  o f  the  respondents expressed a  desire no t to  be 
em ployed a t  all. Of th e  respondents  working p a r t- t im e , seventy  percent 
pointed out the  position was p a r t- t im e  in na tu re ,  while th irty  percen t gave 
o th e r  reasons for working par t- t im e ,
TABLE I I
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naminq item
S elec ted  areas  of em ployment Number Percen t
Em ployment s ta tu s
Employed 29 29
Unemployed 69 69
R etired 2 2
100 100
Full or p a r t- t im e
F ull- t im e 19 66
P a r t - t im e 10 34
100
Would like t o  be employed
D efin itely 58 84
Possibly 4 6
N ot a t  all 7 10
100
Reasons for workinq p a r t- t im e
It's a p a r t - t im e  position 7 70
O ther 3 30
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According to  tab le  12, th e  prim ary  reasons the  respondents gave for 
being unemployed w ere  an inability to  find a  job (22 percen t)  and a 
babysitting problem (21 percent). A lack of education  and /o r  job skills was 
the  response given by 11 percen t o f  th e  respondents. Five percen t of the  
respondents lacked t ranspo rta t ion  and four percent did not w ant to  work. 
Ten percent of the respondents  c i ted  o th e r  reasons for being unemployed.
TABLE 12
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY REASONS FOR BEING UNEMPLOYED, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Reason for being unemployed Number P e rcen t
C an 't  find a  job 22 22
Babysitting problem 21 21
Lack education/job skills 1 1 11
Lack transporta tion 5 5
Don't want to  work 4 4
O thers 10 10
NOTE: A significant number of respondents  c i ted  more than one reason  for 
being unemployed.
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Of the  respondents employed, forty-six  percen t had jobs of serv ice  and 
labor na tu re  (table 13). Thirty-four percen t held positions in the  
professional c a teg o ry ,  ten  percen t w ere  c ra f tsm en , while ano ther  ten  
percen t had o th e r  kinds of jobs.
TABLE 13
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY CURRENT EMPLOYMENT CATEGORIES, 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
C urren t em ploym ent ca tegories
Respondents naming item
N umber P e rcen t  
(n=29)
Service and labor 13 46
Professional 10 34
C raf tsm an 3 10
O ther 3 10
TOTAL 100
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The responses in tab le  14 show th a t  ten  percen t of the respondents 
held positions as nurse/nurse 's  aide. Social worker and te ach e r / te a c h e r 's  
a ide w ere job t i t le s  of ten  percen t  and seven p ercen t,  respectively . 
Fourteen  pe rcen t  of the  respondents  held jobs in the  a re a  of food service, 
while ten  percen t had jobs of a dom estic  na tu re .  Of the  respondents who 
replied, seven percen t each  w ere  w aitresses and jan ito rs . Thirty-five 
percent of the  respondents reported  jobs in o ther  areas.
TABLE 1 4
FKEQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY CURRENT SPECIFIC JOB, BATON ROUGE, 
1984.
Respondents naming item 
C urren t specific  jobs Number P ercen t
(n=29)
Nurse/nurse 's  aide 3 10
Social worker 3 10
T ea c h e r / te a c h e r ’s a ide 2 7
Food serv ice 4 14
D om estic 3 10
Waitress 2 7






In tab le  15, of the 29 percen t who w ere  employed, 45 percen t of the 
in terview ees replied  th a t  they w ere  com plete ly  sa tisf ied  with the ir  jobs, 
while 34 percen t said th a t  they  w ere  somewhat satisfied . E ighteen percen t 
were somewhat dissatisfied, while th re e  pe rcen t  expressed com plete  
d issa tisfaction . More money was a  reason  given by f if ty -f ive  percen t o f  the  
respondents as som ething th a t  would make the ir  job m ore satisfying. 
N ineteen p ercen t repo rted  th a t  an  improved re la tionship  with the ir  boss 
would aid in job sa tisfac tion , while th i r teen  percen t desired  more working 
hours. Thirteen  pe rcen t  of the  respondents indicated o th e r  reasons for job 
sa tisfac tion .
TABLE 15
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED AREAS OF 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
OF RESPONSES OF 
JOB SATISFACTION,
R espondents naming item
Selec ted  a reas  of job sa tis fac tion Number P ercen t
D egrees of sa tis fac tion
C om plete ly  sa tisf ied 13 45
Somewhat sa tisf ied 10 34
Somewhat d issatisfied 5 18
Com plete ly  d issatisfied 1 3
TOTAL 100
Things th a t  will m ake job m ore  satisfying
More money 9 55
Improved rela tionship  with boss 3 19
More working hours 2 13
O ther 2 13
TOTAL 100
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Of the  occupational aspirations expressed, th e  professional ca tegory , 
which accoun ted  for 47 percen t of the  responses, was m ost desired (table 
16). This was followed by c lerica l ,  c ra f tsm an , serv ice  and labor, and 
technical ca tegories  with n ineteen, 10, 10 and 9 p ercen t of th e  responses, 
respectively .
TABLE 16
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF OCCUPATIONAL 
ASPIRATION, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
General C ategories  Number P e rcen t
Professional 47 47
Clerical 19 19
C raf tsm an 10 10
Service and Labor 10 10
Technical 9 9
O ther 5 5
TOTAL 100 100
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The listing of specific  job aspirations in table 17 showed th a t  26 
percen t of the  respondents  desired  nurse/nurse 's  aide positions, with six 
percen t each  desiring positions as te a c h e r / te a c h e r ’s aide, and social worker. 
The positions of counselor, cook/chef, and beau tic ian  accounted  for four 
percen t each  of the  respondents’ aspirations, while the  positions of a r t is t ,  
e lec tr ic ian  and laborer accounted  for tw o percen t each . Seven percen t 
desired jobs as com puter opera to rs  and clerks. S ecre taria l  and child c a re  
jobs w ere  w anted  by 10 and th re e  percen t of the  respondents  respectively . 
Seventeen percen t desired o the r  specific  jobs.
TABLE 17
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY ASPIRATION FOR SPECIFIC JOBS, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Aspiration for specific  jobs Number Percen t
N urse/nurse 's  aide 26 26
T ea ch er / teach e r 's  aide 6 6
Social worker 6 6
Counselor .4 4
A rtis t 2 2
C om puter ope ra to r 7 7
Secre ta ry 10 10
C lerical skills 7 7
C ook/chef 4 4
E lec tr ic ian 2 2
Beautician 4 4
C hild-care 3 3
Laborer 2 2




Alm ost half  or 46 percen t of the  respondents  depended on governm ent 
ass is tance for th e ir  income (table 18). Ten pe rcen t  rece ived  the ir  income 
from priva te  support, while II percen t earned  income from the ir  job. A 
significant number of respondents (31 percent)  rece ived  income from  more 
than  one source. T h ir teen  percen t obta ined  income from the  governm ent as 
well as p r iva te  support while another I I p e rcen t rece ived  income from the 
governm ent as well as from the ir  job. Seven percen t obta ined income from 
priva te  support, in addition to  their job.
TABLE 18
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SOURCES OF INCOME, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
Sources of income Number Percen t
G overnm ent ass is tance
(w elfa re ,  food s tam ps, social secu rity
and disability benefits) 46 46
P riv a te  support
(friends, re la tives, paren ts ,  alimony) 10 10
G overnm ent a ss is tance  and priva te  support 13 13
Job 11 U
G overnm ent a ss is tance  and job 1 1 1 1
P r iv a te  support and job 7 7
No response 2 2
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C om plete  sa tisfac tion  with income was the  response of 12 percen t of 
th e  respondents, according to  ta b le  19. Thirty-one percen t o f  the  
respondents  w ere  som ew hat satisfied , while 16 percen t w ere  somewhat 
dissatisfied. Forty -one percen t,  however, were com plete ly  dissatisfied. 
Concerning th e  respondents ' expec ta t ions  of earning a  higher income, 53 
p ercen t defin ite ly  looked forward to  earning a  higher income, while 17 
p ercen t repo rted  a  possibility of earning a  higher income. Eighteen p ercen t 
s ta te d  th a t  earning a  higher income was not likely.
TABLE 19
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED AREAS OF INCOME, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naminq item
Selec ted  areas  of income Number P ercen t
D eqree of sa tisfac tion
Com plete ly  sa tisf ied 12 12
Somewhat sa tisfied 31 31
Somewhat d issatisfied 16 16
C om plete ly  d issatisfied 41 41
TOTAL 100 100
E xpec ta tion  of earninq a hiqher income
D efinite ly 53 53
Possibly 17 17
N ot likely 18 18
No response 12 12
TOTAL 100 100
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According to  tab le  20, s ix ty-five  percen t of the  respondents would buy 
m ateria l  things with e x t ra  income if they  w ere  able  to  obtain it. Forty -f ive  
percen t would save the ir  e x t ra  income, and f i f te e n  percen t and seven 
percen t said they  would pay bills and repair  things, respectively . Nine 
percent of the  respondents  would u tilize  e x tra  income in o th e r  ways.
TABLE 20
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY WAYS OF UTILIZING EXTRA INCOME, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
Ways of utilizing e x tra  income N umber P e rcen t  *
Buy m ateria l  things 65 65
Save 45 45
Pay bills 15 15
Repair things 7 7
O ther 9 9
♦m ultip le  mentions
GENERAL PERCEPTIONS AND ASPIRATIONS
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A series  o f  questions w ere  asked about general perceptions, a t t i tudes  
and aspirations. The responses a re  p resen ted  in this section.
According to  th e  responses revea led  in Table 21, tw en ty -one  percen t 
o f  the  respondents f e l t  th a t  money was m ore im portan t than  education. 
However, the  m ajority  (71 percen t)  fe l t  th a t  education  was m ore im portan t.  
Eight percen t w ere undecided as to  which of the  tw o was more im portant.
TABLE 2 I
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-1NCOME PEOPLE BY ATTITUDE TO EDUCATION AND MONEY, 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
A tt i tu d e  about education and money Number P e rcen t










Table 22 shows -that 16 percen t of the respondents fe l t  th a t  money is 
m ore  im portan t than  education  because it gives one things in life. Three 
percen t  fe l t  th a t  money is m ore im portan t because education  does not 
guaran tee  a  job. Two percen t  gave o th e r  reasons why money is more 
im portan t .  On the  o th e r  hand, sixty-one percen t of the  respondents 
reported  th a t  education is m ore im portan t than  money because education 
provides jobs and jobs provide money. Also, ano ther  10 percen t fe l t  th a t  
education  gives one knowledge. The e igh t percent who w ere undecided 
reasoned th a t  one cannot get education  without money and one cannot get 
money w ithout education.
TABLE 22
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY IMPORTANCE OF MONEY AND EDUCATION, 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
Importance o f  money and education Number P ercen t
Reasons why money is m ore
im portan t than  education
Money gives one things in life 16 16
Education does no t g uaran tee  a  job 3 3
O ther 2 2
Reasons why education  is m ore
im portan t than  money 
Education gives jobs 
and jobs provide money 61 61
Education gives one knowledge 10 10
Reasons for being undecided
One canno t g e t  education  without money and
one canno t g e t  money without education 8 8
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Table 23 presen ts  da ta  of things low-income people a re  most sa tisfied  
with in life. Responses rela ting  to  the  family w ere  m ost frequently  
m entioned (49 percent) .  The personal arid m ateria l  ca tego ries  comprised 
seven and four percen t of the  responses, respectively . Two percen t of the 
respondents  w ere  sa tisf ied  with the ir  occupations. Thirty-e ight pe rcen t  
w ere  con ten t  with a  com bination of things rela ting to  the  familial, personal, 
m a te r ia l  and occupational ca tegories .
TABLE 23
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF THINGS MOST
SATISFIED WITH IN LIFE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
G eneral ca tegories  of things 
m ost sa tisf ied  with In life Number P e rcen t
Familial 49 49
Personal 7 7
M aterial 4 4
Occupational 2 2
Combinations of the  above 38 38
TOTAL 100 100
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The d a ta  in tab le  24 concern specific  sa tisfac tions  of low-income 
people. The respondents ' m ost frequen t reply was sa tisfac tion  with the ir  
children (98 percent) .  N ex t to  the ir  children, respondents w ere  most 
sa tisf ied  with th em seIv es-b e in g  healthy, happy, alive, and independent. 
Nine percen t  of th e  respondents each  w ere sa tisfied  with their 
religion/church and having a  p lace to  live. Eight percen t w ere  con ten t  with 
the ir  job and five  percen t with their m ate r ia l  possessions.
TABLE 24
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SPECIFIC THINGS MOST SATISFIED WITH IN 
LIFE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Specific things m ost sa tisf ied  with in life Number Percen t
Children 98 98
Self—being healthy, happy, alive
and independent 24 24
Religion/church 9 9
P lace  to  live 9 9
Job 8 8
M aterial possessions 5 5
O th e r 16 16
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According to  table 25, the  respondents g re a te s t  aspiration was for 
m ateria l  things (34 percent) .  Seventeen percen t  of th e  respondents aspired 
for the personal things in life. M onetary and occupational aspirations 
accounted  for ten  and nine percen t,  respectively , of th e  respondents' 
desires. A combination of things re la te d  to  m a te r ia l ,  personal, m onetary  
and occupational ca tegories  was indicated by tw enty-five  percen t of the 
respondents as the ir  aspirations.
TABLE 25
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF ASPIRATIONS IN 
LIFE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
General ca tegories  of aspirations of life N umber P ercen t








F ifty  percen t of th e  persons interview ed aspired to  own a  home, 
according to  tab le  26, while being healthy, happy and  alive was the  response 
indicated by 37 percen t .  Having a high-paying job and things for the  
children accoun ted  for 28 and 22 percen t,  respec tive ly , of the  respondents ' 
aspirations. F if teen  percen t desired  a  ca r ,  while fourteen  percen t w anted  
m oney/w ealth . Six p e rce n t of the  respondents  c i ted  o th e r  aspirations.
TABLE 26
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SPECIFIC ASPIRATIONS OF LIFE, BATON 
ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Specific  aspirations of life N umber P e rcen t
House 50 50
Be healthy , happy and s tay  alive 37 37
High paying job 28 28
Things for children 22 22
Car 15 15
M oney/wealth 14 14
O thers 6 6
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An educa tion  was the number one aspiration (53 percent)  expressed by 
low-income people for the ir  children, according to  tab le  27. M aterial things 
and a  good fam ily life each  accoun ted  for six percen t of the  respondents ' 
desires for th e ir  children. Combinations o f  things re la te d  to  the  
educational,  m ateria l ,  and familial ca tegories  w ere  pointed out by 19 
p ercen t of th e  respondents  as aspirations for the ir  children.
TABLE 27
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF ASPIRATIONS 
FOR CHILDREN, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
G eneral ca tego ries  of aspirations 
fo r  children
Respondents naming item 
Number P ercen t
Educational 53 53
M aterial 6 6
Familial 6 6
Combinations of th e  above 19 19
O thers 24 24
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According to  Table 28, th e  specif ic  aspiration for children most 
indicated was a  college education  (67 percent). Nine percen t  and six 
percen t of the  respondents, respectively , aspired for the ir  children to  have a 
good rela tionship  with them  and good things in life (food, clothes, e tc .) .  
Jobs and money each  accoun ted  for five percen t of the parents ' aspirations 
for the ir  children. P a re n ts  also wished for the ir  children to  have health  and 
happiness (four percent)  and a  good social life (four percent).
TABLE 28
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 





Specific aspirations for children Number P ercen t
College education 67 67
Good re la tionship  betw een children 
and paren ts 9 9
Good things in life (food, clothes, etc..) 6 6
Job 5 5
Money 5 5




Table 29 presen ts  d a ta  on the  perceived barr ie rs  to  aspirations of low- 
income people. F orty -one  percen t  of th e  respondents ind icated  th a t  lack of 
money was th e  main b a rr ie r  in a t ta in ing  aspirations. This was followed by 
occupational and personal barr ie rs ,  accounting for 23 and 13 percen t of the  
responses, respectively . Education was c i ted  by 12 percen t of the 
in terview ees as a barrie r.  A com bination o f  things re la ted  to  the  m onetary , 
occupational,  personal and educational ca tego ries  was th e  reply given by 
th ree  percen t  of the  respondents  as b a rr ie r  to  aspirations of life. Eight 
percen t of the  respondents repo rted  o th e r  barrie rs  to  th e ir  life aspirations.
TABLE 29
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF BARRIERS TO 
ASPIRATIONS OF LIFE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
General ca tegories  of barr ie rs
to  aspirations of life N umber P e rcen t




Combinations of th e  above 3 3
O th er 8 8
TOTAL 100 100
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Money and the  lack of job skills were c i te d  as the  ch ie f  barrie rs  to  
th e  respondents ' aspirations (Table 30). These barr ie rs  accounted  for 38 and 
27 percen t of the  responses, respectively . Lack of in itia tive (does not try  
hard), babysitting problem, lack of adequa te  schooling, lack of 
transpo rta tion  and poor hea lth  a re  also  identified as barrie rs  to  aspirations. 
These accounted  for six t o  th ir teen  percen t of th e  responses.
TABLE 30
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SPECIFIC BARRIERS TO ASPIRATIONS OF 
LIFE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Specific barrie rs  to  aspirations N umber P e rcen t
Money 38 38
Job/job  skills 27 27
Does not try  hard 13 13
Babysitting problem 12 12
Lack adequate  schooling 12 12
Transporta tion 7 7
Poor health 6 6
O ther 4 4
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D a ta  on se lec ted  a rea s  of perceptions of poverty  a re  p resen ted  in 
tab le  31. Of the  100 respondents, 63 percen t did not consider them selves  as 
being poor. Only 37 percen t agreed  th a t  they  w ere  poor. Forty-nine 
percen t of th e  individuals did no t consider them selves poor because they 
defined a  poor person as one w ithout food, c lo thes and she lte r .  Since they 
had food, clothes and a  p lace to  live, they  would no t consider them selves 
poor. Thirteen  percen t repo rted  o the r  reasons for no t considering 
them selves poor.
TABLE 3 1
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED AREAS OF PERCEPTIONS OF 
POVERTY, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Selec ted  a rea s  of poverty
Respondents naminq item  
Number P e rcen t
Percep tion  o f  se lf  as beinq poor
Consider se lf  as being poor 37 37
Does no t  consider se lf  as being poor 63 63
Total 100 100
Reasons for no t considering 
se lf  as beinq poor
A poor person is one w ithout food, clothes 
and she lte r 49 49
O ther 14 14
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Table 32 revea ls  several ways In which the  respondents feel the  poor 
can  be helped. The ch ief responses by which they  fe l t  they could be helped 
a re  by the  governm ent providing m ore jobs/job tra in ing  (70 percent)  and by 
the  poor trying harder to  ge t  ou t of poverty  (56 percent).  O ther  m ethods by 
which the poor could be helped w ere  by the  governm ent providing m ore 
ass is tance , th e  rich  providing m ore help to  th e  poor and finally, the  poor 
ge tting  m ore education; these  accoun ted  for 33, 18 and 17 p ercen t of the 
responses, respectively .
TABLE 32
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY WAYS IN WHICH THE POOR CAN BE HELPED, 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item 
Ways in which th e  poor can  be helped Number P e rcen t
G overnm ent providing m ore
jobs/job training 70 70
Some poor m ust t ry  harder 56 56
G overnm ent give m ore ass is tance 
to  th e  poor 33 33
Rich ass is t th e  poor 18 18
Poor m ust g e t  m ore education 17 17
O th er 9 9
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Comm unity Affiliations
The respondents  w ere  queried about the ir  com m unity  affilia tions. 
Included w ere  questions about group membership, p lace of residence, 
m eeting a t ten d an c e  and aspirations for th e  neighborhood.
Eighty-eight percent of the  respondents belonged to  a  ch u rch -- the  only 
organization  in which they reported  a  mem bership (tab le  33). Not wanting 
to  be a  m em ber of a group . (10 percent)  was the  main reason c i ted  by 
respondents for no t belonging to  a group. Only two pe rcen t  indicated th a t  
lack of transpo rta tion  was a  reason  for no t belonging to  a group.
TABLE 33
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED AREAS OF GROUP MEMBERSHIP, 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naming item
Selec ted  a reas  of group membership Number Percen t
Group Membership
Belong to  a  group 88 88




Reasons for no t  belonqinq to  a qroup
Don't w ant t o  belong to  a  group 10 10
Transporta tion  problem 2 2
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According to  the  d a ta  in tab le  34, of the  88 percen t of the  respondents 
who belong to  a  church, 35 percen t a t ten d ed  th e  m eetings  regularly , 46 
percen t occasionally and seven percen t  never a t tended  church m eetings.
, Many reasons w ere  repo rted  for not going to  m eetings regularly . 
T w en ty -th ree  percen t indicated th a t  they did no t feel like going, 14 percent 
did no t have transporta tion , 10 percen t experienced  work con flic ts  and 6 
percen t  identified  o th e r  reasons for not a ttend ing  m eetings regularly.
TABLE 34
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 





Selec ted  a reas  of meetings Number P ercen t




Reasons for not going to  m eetings  regularly
Don't fee l like going 23 23
No transporta tion 14 14
Work conflic t 10 10
O ther 6 6
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Sixty-two p ercen t of the  partic ipan ts  w ere  living in housing projects, 
while 38 percen t w ere living in o th e r  a reas  of th e  com munity (table 35). 
Thirty-seven percen t  had been living in the  neighborhood for  less than  tw o 
years, while 41 percen t had been residing th e re  for a period of th ree  to 
eight years. Only 22 percen t had been living in the ir  neighborhood for more 
than  9 years.
With respec t to  sa tisfac tion  with th e  neighborhood, 17 percent 
indicated th a t  they  were fully sa tisfied  with it .  F orty -e igh t percen t,  or the 
largest number of partic ipan ts , w ere  somewhat sa tisf ied  with the ir  
neighborhood. N ineteen p ercen t w ere somewhat d issatisfied  and 16 percen t 
com plete ly  d issatisfied  with the neighborhood. A to ta l of 83 percen t of the  
respondents w ere not com plete ly  satisfied  with the ir  neighborhood.
TABLE 35
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 





S elected  a reas of neighborhood Number P ercen t
P lace o f residence
Housing pro jec t 62 62
A reas surrounding housing pro jects 38 38
Total 100 100
Lenath  of tim e  living in the  neighborhood
1-2 years 37 37
3-8 years 41 41
9-33 years 22 22
Total 100 100
D ecrees of sa tis fac tion  w ith neighborhood
Com pletely sa tisfied 17 17
Som ewhat sa tisfied 48 48
Som ewhat d issatisfied 19 19
C om pletely d issatisfied 16 16
TOTAL 100 100
-lot
The m ajority  o f  the respondents (76 percent) w anted  b e t te r  community 
services, while tw enty-s ix  percen t desired improved com m unity  facilities . 
N ineteen percen t indicated o th e r  needs for the ir  neighborhood as indicated 
in tab le  36.
TABLE 36
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY GENERAL CATEGORIES OF ASPIRATIONS 
FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD, BATON ROUGE, i m
Respondents naminq item
General ca tegories  of aspirations 
for the  neighborhood Number P ercen t
Improved com m unity  services 76 76
B e t te r  com munity facilit ies 26 26
O ther 19 19
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Table 37 revea ls  th a t  respondents  desired mainly recrea tional 
facilit ies  and police p ro tec tion  for th e ir  neighborhood. These tw o items 
accounted  for 54 and 52 p e rce n t of th e  responses, respectively . S tree t  
lights, improved physical appearance  o f  houses/apartm ents ,  improved 
drainage, improved s t r e e t s ,  c learing  bushes, elim ination of drugs and the 
construction  o f  sidewalks w ere o the r  things respondents desired for the ir  
neighborhood.
TABLE 37
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SPECIFIC ASPIRATIONS FOR THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
Respondents naminq item 
Specific aspirations for th e  neighborhood N umber P e rcen t
R ecrea tiona l facilit ies 54 54
Police p ro tec tion 52 52
S tre e t  lights 14 14
Improved physical appearance  
of houses /apartm en ts II 1 1
Improved drainage 6 6
Improved s t r e e t s 5 5
Cut bushes in neighborhood 5 5
Elim inate  drugs in the  neighborhood 4 4
Sidewalks 4 4
O thers 8 8
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RELATIONSHIP OF ATTITUDE TO THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES
An a t t i tu d e  sca le  was developed involving seven item s. The derived 
score, ranging from seven to  tw en ty  eight, was used as the  dependent 
variable  for the  study. The individual s ta te m e n ts  and th e  responses of those 
interview ed a re  p resen ted  in tab le  38. Relationships betw een th e  dependent 
variable  and each  of the  independent variables w ere  then determ ined  by 
using th e  one-way Analysis of Variance te s t  (ANOVA).
F if ty - th ree  percen t o f  the  respondents strongly agreed th a t  the  best 
way to  live is to  plan ahead, work hard, and make sacrifices  now to  enjoy a 
b e t te r  tom orrow. D espite  this, 63 percen t also strongly  agreed th a t  one has 
to  live for today and let tom orrow  tak e  c a re  of itself. Sixty-seven percen t 
strongly  agreed th a t  they don't think too  much about the  fu tu re  because God 
will ta k e  ca re  of everything they  need. Seventy-seven percen t  of the 
respondents fe l t  th a t  life has not been unfair  to  them . Concerning the ir  
a t t i tu d e  tow ard o th e r  people, seventy-six  percen t (in the  strongly ag ree - to -  
ag ree  category) indicated th a t  people who a re  w ell-off a ren 't  in te res ted  in 
o the r  people's problems. Eighty-five percen t  also strongly agreed  th a t  
nowadays one doesn't know whom to  tru s t .
TABLE 38
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FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY SELECTED STATEMENTS ON ATTITUDE 
SCALE ITEMS, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
A tt i tu d e  S ta tem en ts
PERCENT 
Strongly Strongly
A gree A gree D isagree D isagree Total
Nowadays a  person doesn't
know whom to  tru s t .  85
Things will ge t b e t te r
for me in the  fu tu re .  73
I don't think to o  much
about the  fu tu re  because
God will tak e  c a re  of
everything 1 need. 67
These days one has to  live
for today and let tom orrow





The bes t way to  live is
to  plan ahead, work hard,
and m ake sacrif ices  now
to  enjoy a  b e t te r  tom orrow. 53 26
Most people who a re  well off
a ren 't  in te res ted  in o the r
people's problems 43 33












The d is tribution o f  the derived scores from the  a t t i tu d e  scale  is 
presented  in tab le  39. It was observed th a t  the  scores  ranged from 8-20, 
with both a  median and a  mean score o f  14. The distribution of scores
followed a  fairly  normal p a t te rn ,  indicating th a t  th e  scale  did p lace the 
respondents along a continuum. The maximum possible score  was 28, while 
th e  minimum was 7. Forty -f ive  percent of the  respondents earned  a  score of 
8-13 while f if ty -f iv e  percen t  earned  a score  of 14-20. The individuals with 
a  higher sco re  w ere considered as  having a  more favorable  a t t i tu d e  than 
those who had lower scores.
TABLE 39
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES OF 
LOW-INCOME PEOPLE BY ATTITUDE SCORES, BATON ROUGE, I 984.
Respondents naming item 

















D ata  on the  rela tionship  of age to  a t t i tu d e  a re  p resen ted  in tab le  40. 
Even though th e re  w ere slight d ifferences  in a t t i tu d e  among the  age groups 
as evidenced by a higher m ean score for th e  older respondents, the 
d ifferences  w ere  not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant a t  the  0.20 level of confidence. 
The F-value was 0.05 a t  2 and 97 degrees of freedom . It is possible, 
the re fo re ,  to  conclude th a t  age was not associa ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 40
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES 
PEOPLE WITH AGE GROUPS, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
OF LOW-INCOME
AGE GROUPS N MEAN SCORE
1 7-25 years 34 14.0
26-35 years 41 14.0
36-75 years 25 14.2
TOTAL 100
F with 2 and 97 df = 0.05 
p c  *9515
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Family size
Table 41 p resen ts  d a ta  on the  association of fam ily size with a t t i tu d e .  
Families with 1-3 persons had th e  lowest mean a t t i tu d e  score— 13.7, while 
those with 4 persons recorded the  highest m ean a t t i tu d e  score of 14.5. 
Families with 5-1 I persons had a  m ean a t t i tu d e  score o f  14.3. Although, 
th e re  were slight d iffe rences  in the  m ean a t t i tu d e  scores, th e  d ifferences  
w ere  not s ta t is t ic a lly  s ignificant a t  the  .20 level of confidence. The F -value 
was 0.60 a t  2 and 97 degrees of freedom . T herefore , i t  can  be concluded 
th a t  fam ily size was not associated  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 41
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES 
PEOPLE WITH FAMILY SIZE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
OF LOW-INCOME
FAMILY SIZE N MEAN SCORE
1-3 persons 47 13.7
4 persons 26 14.5
5-1 1 persons 27 14.3
TOTAL 100
F with 2 and 97 df = 0.60 
p < .5495
108
M arital s ta tu s
The d a ta  in tab le  42 on the  association of m ari ta l  s ta tu s  with a t t i tu d e  
indicated th a t  individuals who w ere  m arried  had the  highest mean a t t i tu d e  
scores (15.8) followed by those who w ere  divorced (14.8). Individuals who 
w ere  separa ted  and single had th e  lowest mean a t t i tu d e  scores, 12.8 and 
13.6, respectively . The d iffe rences  in the  mean a t t i tu d e  scores were 
s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant a t  the  0.009 level of confidence. The F-value was 
4.09 a t  3 and 94 degrees of freedom . It can, th e re fo re  be concluded th a t  
m ari ta l  s ta tu s  was associa ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 42
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 












D ata  on the  association o f  educational level with a t t i tu d e  are  
p resen ted  in tab le  43. Individuals with less than a high school education  had 
the  lowest m ean a t t i tu d e  scores, 13.1 and 13.4. Respondents who went 
beyond high school earned  the  highest mean a t t i tu d e  scores ranging from 
14.2 to  18.0. The d iffe rences  w ere s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant as evidenced by 
the  F-value  which was 1.56 with 5 and 94 degrees of freedom  a t  the  0.17 
level of confidence. It can  be concluded th a t  level of education  was 
associa ted  with a t t i tude .
TABLE 43
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES 
PEOPLE WITH LEVEL OF EDUCATION, BATON ROUGE
OF LOW-INCOME 
, 1984.
LEVEL OF EDUCATION N MEAN SCORE
0-8th grade 12 13.1
9-1 Ith grade 27 13.4
High school g raduate 19 14.2
Some vocational, techn ica l,  t rad e  
or business 24 14.8
1-2 years college 16 14.4
Some graduate /profess ional 2 18.0
TOTAL 100
F with 5 and 94 df = 1.56 
p <  .1774
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Degrees of sa tisfac tion  with education
Concerning th e  association  of degrees of sa tis fac tion  with a t t i tu d e ,  
re fe ren ce  is m ade to  tab le  44. Individuals who w ere com plete ly  d issatisfied 
and com plete ly  sa tisf ied  with the ir  education  had th e  lowest mean a t t i tu d e  
scores, 12.8 and 13.9, respec tive ly .  The respondents who w ere  som ew hat 
sa tisf ied  and som ew hat d issatisfied  earned  scores o f  14.4 and 14.1, 
respectively . The d ifferences  in mean a t t i tu d e  scores  w ere not s ta t is t ic a lly  
significant a t  th e  0.20 level of confidence. The F-value was 0.82 a t  3 and 96 
degrees of freedom . It can, the re fo re ,  be concluded th a t  degree  of 
sa tisfac tion  with education  was not assoc ia ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 44
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE 
PEOPLE WITH- SATISFACTION WITH 
BATON ROUGE, 1984.
SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 
EDUCATION OBTAINED,
DEGREES OF SATISFACTION N MEAN SCORE
Com plete ly  sa tisfied 24 13.9
Somewhat sa tisf ied 56 14.4
Somewhat d issatisfied 10 14.1
Com plete ly  d issatisfied 10 12.8
TOTAL 100
F with 3 and 96 df = 0.82 
p c  .4879
Employment s ta tu s
The association of em ploym ent s ta tu s  with a t t i tu d e  is presented  in 
tab le  45. Respondents who w ere  unemployed had a slightly higher mean 
a t t i tu d e  score ,  14.3, when com pared  with those who w ere  em ployed (mean 
a t t i tu d e  score  of 14.0). D espite  the  varia tion in the  scores the  d ifferences
i v
w ere no t s ta t is t ic a lly  s ignificant a t  the 0.20 level of confidence. The F- 
value was 0.18 with I and 98 degrees of freedom . It is, the re fo re ,  possible 
to  conclude th a t  em ploym ent s ta tu s  was not associa ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 45
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-1NCOME 
PEOPLE WITH EMPLOYMENT STATUS, BATON ROUGE, I 984.




F with I and 98 df = 0 . 18 
p^. .6760
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E xten t of em ployment
According to  th e  d a ta  in tab le  46 on the  association of the  e x te n t  of 
em ploym ent with a t t i tu d e ,  it was revealed  th a t  individuals working p a r t-  
t im e had a  higher m ean a t t i tu d e  score, 15.2, when com pared to  those 
working fu ll- tim e (score of 13.6). The d ifferences  in the  scores w ere 
s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant a t  the  0.15 level of confidence. The F-value was 
2.19 a t  1 and 28 degrees of freedom . The ex ten t  of em ploym ent was 
associa ted  with a t t i tu d e .
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 
PEOPLE WITH EXTENT OF EMPLOYMENT, BATON ROUGE, I 984.
TABLE 46









F with I and 28 df = 2 . 19 
p <-1501
Job sa tisfac tion
Table 47 presents  d a ta  on the  association o f  job sa tisfac tion  with 
a t t i tu d e ,  individuals who w ere  com plete ly  sa tisf ied  had the  lowest mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores (13.7) com pared  to  those who w ere  somewhat sa tisf ied  and 
dissatisfied  as evidenced by a t t i tu d e  scores of 14.7 and 15.2respectively. 
The d ifferences  in the  scores w ere  no t s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant a t  the  0.20 
level of confidence. The F-value  was 0.70 a t  2 and 25 degrees of freedom . 
It is possible, th e re fo re ,  to  conclude th a t  job sa tisfac tion  was not associated  
with a t t i tude .
TABLE 47
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES 
PEOPLE WITH JOB SATISFACTION, BATON ROUGE, 1
OF LOW-INCOME 
984.
DEGREES OF SATISFACTION N
<n=29)
MEAN SCORE
Com plete ly  sa tisf ied 13 13.7
Somewhat sa tisfied 10 14.7
♦D issatisfied
(Somewhat and completely) 6 15.2
F with 2 and 25 df = 0.70 
p < .5061
♦The som ew hat and com ple te ly  d issatisfied ca tego ries  w ere combined 
because  th e re  was only one respondent in the  com plete ly  dissatisfied 
ca tegory .
Satisfaction  with income
D ata  on the  association of sa tisfac tion  with income with a t t i tu d e  a re  
p resen ted  in tab le  48. Respondents who w ere  com plete ly  and som ew hat 
sa tisf ied  with the ir  income had higher a t t i tu d e  scores (14.3 and 14.5, 
respectively) com pared with those who w ere  som ew hat and com plete ly  
d issatisfied as evidenced by a t t i tu d e  scores of 13.2 and 13.7, respectively . 
D espite this, the  d ifferences  in the  scores w ere  not s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant 
a t  the  0.20 level of confidence. The F-value was 0.80 a t  3 and 92 degrees of 
freedom . It can be, the re fo re ,  concluded th a t  sa tisfac tion  with income was 
not associa ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 48
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-1NCOME 
PEOPLE WITH SATISFACTION WITH INCOME, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
DEGREES OF SATISFACTION N 
(n=96)
MEAN SCORE
C om plete ly  sa tisfied 12 14.3
Somewhat satisfied 30 14.5
Somewhat dissatisfied 15 13.2
C om plete ly  dissatisfied 39 13.7
F with 3 and 92 df = 0.80 
p ^  .5021
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Group membership
Concerning th e  association o f  group mem bership with a t t i tu d e ,  
re fe ren ce  is m ade to  tab le  49. Individuals who belonged to  a group had a 
higher mean a t t i tu d e  sco re  (14.2), com pared with those who did no t belong 
to  a group (13.5). The d iffe rences  in the  scores w ere  not s ta t is t ic a lly  
s ignificant a t  the  0.20 level of confidence. The F-value was 0.52 w ith  I and 
98 degrees of freedom . It can  be concluded th a t  group membership was not
assoc ia ted  with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 49
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE 
PEOPLE WITH GROUP MEMBERSHIP, BATON
SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 
ROUGE, 1984.




F with I and 98 df = 0.52 
p ^  .4741
I 16
Y ears living in the  neighborhood
Table 50 p resen ts  d a ta  on the  association of years living in the  
neighborhood with a t t i tu d e .  Individuals who were living in the  neighborhood 
for the  sh o r te s t  period of t im e had th e  h ighest m ean a t t i tu d e  score , 14.4. 
The mean a t t i tu d e  score for those living in the  neighborhood for 3-8 years 
d ecreased  to  13.8, but increased  to  14.0 for the  individuals living in the  
neighborhood for 9-33 years. D espite  this the  d iffe rences  in the  scores were 
not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant a t  the  0.20 level of confidence. The F-value was
0.44 a t  2 and 97 degrees of freedom . It can  be concluded tha t th e re  was not 
an association be tw een  years living in the  neighborhood with a t t i tu d e .
TABLE 50
THE ASSOCIATION OF 




ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 
IN NEIGHBORHOOD, BATON ROUGE,
YEARS LIVING IN NEIGHBORHOOD N MEAN SCORE
1-2 years 37 14.4
3-8 years 41 13.8
9-33 years 22 14.0
TOTAL 100
F with 2 and 97 df = 0.44 
p \C .6464
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Satisfaction  of the  neighborhood
D a ta  on the  association  o f  sa tisfac tion  of the  neighborhood with 
a t t i tu d e  a re  p resented  in tab le  51. Individuals who w ere  som ew hat satisfied  
and com plete ly  d issatisfied  had the  highest m ean a t t i tu d e  scores, 14.5 and 
14.1, respectively . Respondents who w ere  com plete ly  satisfied and 
somewhat d issatisfied  had th e  lowest mean a t t i tu d e  scores, 13.6 and 13.4, 
respectively . D espite  the  varia tion in the  scores, the  d iffe rences  w ere  not 
s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant a t  the  .20 level of confidence. The F-value was 0.71 
a t  3 and 96 degrees of freedom . It is the re fo re  possible to  conclude tha t 
there  was no t an association betw een sa tisfac tion  of neighborhood with 
a t t i tude .
TABLE 51
THE ASSOCIATION OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES OF LOW-INCOME 
PEOPLE WITH SATISFACTION OF NEIGHBORHOOD AS A PLACE TO 
LIVE, BATON ROUGE, 1984.
DEGREES OF SATISFACTION N MEAN SCORE
Com plete ly  sa tisfied 17 13.6
Somewhat sa tisfied 48 14.5
Somewhat dissatisfied 19 13.4
C om plete ly  d issatisfied 16 14.1
TOTAL 100
F with 3 and 96 df  = 0.7105 
p ^  .5491
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY, DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
SUMMARY
D espite pers is ten t e f fo r t ,  Extension personnel have experienced  g re a t  
d ifficu lties  in ge tting  m em bers of low-income families, to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
educational programs. According to  Burman (1958), this re luc tance  is due to  
the  apparen t failure  of adult educa to rs  to  develop program s th a t  have 
suff ic ien t personal meaning and re levance  to  the  conditions and 
c ircum stances  in which m em bers of low-income fam ilies live.
The Extension Service is an educational organization which d iffers  
from a  formal educational system  by its inform ality , flexibility  and 
variability . There is a mixed reac tion  within the  Extension Service and its 
supporting groups on the  sub jec t of increased involvement of the  Extension 
Service with low-income fam ilies. It is the  author's  opinion th a t  the 
Extension Service, has a g rea t  contribution to  make in the  reduction of 
poverty  and deprivation among the  poor. As an organization , it has many 
years of experience in planning and im plem enting informal educational 
program s th a t  focus on th e  needs of people. It has experience  in organizing 
com m unities for self-help  programs. Its serv ices a re  not only d irec ted  
tow ard people who value educa tion  and have aspirations of upward mobility, 
bu t to  o the rs  as well. It s tr ives to  provide an  equal opportunity  for all 
people. In th is re spec t ,  it has a d irec t  responsibility to  work w ith  the  poor.
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The main purpose of the study was to  describe the  a t t i tu d es  and 
aspirations of low-income families.
The study involved the following specific  objectives:
(1) to  de te rm ine  th e  level of sa tisfac tion  of low-income families in 






(2) to  de te rm ine  the  expressed aspirations of low income families 
concerning the above areas.
(3) to  de te rm ine  the  d ifficu lties  identified  by low-income fam ilies in 
the  a t ta in m en t of their aspirations.
(4) to  de te rm ine  the ir  a t t i tu d e  toward life.
(5) to  de te rm ine  th e  association betw een a t t i tu d e  and the ir
ch a ra c te r is t ic s :  education, em ploym ent, income, membership in 
groups and sa tis fac tion  w ith  the ir  environm ent.
Survey d a ta  w ere  obta ined from 100 heads of black low-income 
households living in N orth  Baton Rouge . N inety-eight percent w ere fem ale 
and tw o percen t w ere male.
An in terview  schedule was cons truc ted  and the  re sea rch e r  conducted 
the  personal in terview s during the  sum m er of 1984. The interview schedule 
was designed to  obtain d a ta  re la ting  to  personal cha rac te r is t ic s ,  general 
perceptions and aspirations and com m unity  affil ia tions.
Frequencies and  percen tages  w ere  used to  show the  d is tribution of 
responses re la ting  to  personal c h a ra c te r is t ic s—education , employment,
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income, a t t i tu d e  about education  and money, general sa tisfac tions ,  general 
aspirations, general barriers  to  life aspirations, percep tion  o f  poverty, group 
m embership, neighborhood, a t t i tu d e  s ta te m e n ts  and a t t i tu d e  scores.
One-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was used to  exam ine the 
relationships betw een a t t i tu d e  and se lec ted  ch a ra c te r is t ic s—age groups, 
fam ily size, m ari ta l  s ta tus ,  level of education, sa tis fac tion  with education 
obta ined, em ploym ent s ta tu s ,  e x te n t  of em ploym ent, job sa tisfac tion , 
sa tisfac tion  with income, group- m embership, years living in the  
neighborhood, and sa tisfac tion  of neighborhood as a p lace to  live.
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
A discussion of the findings of the  study a re  presented  as follows:
One hundred heads of low-income households of Negro origin were 
in terview ed. The small percen tage  of males (2 percen t)  in the  sam ple did 
not allow for comparisons to  be m ade betw een sex. Seventy-five percen t of 
th e  respondents w ere betw een the 17-35 years age group. Eighty-one 
percen t w ere not living with a spouse. Seventy-seven percen t indicated tha t 
the ir  hea lth  was good-excellent.
Thirty-nine p ercen t did no t com ple te  a high school education. Sixty- 
one p ercen t had a high school education  and beyond. Seventy-six percen t of 
the  respondents were no t com plete ly  satisfied  with their 
education/schooling and six ty-four percen t  would consider going back for 
m ore education/schooling. Lewis (1971) who supported  th is finding also 
found th a t  a  g rea t  percen tage  of the  women in the  study w ere  in te res ted  in 
fu tu re  partic ipa tion  in education  and job  train ing. N inety-tw o  p ercen t 
slightly to  fully agreed th a t  a  good educa tion  is necessary  to  g e t  ahead  in 
life. Schiller (1976) who noted th a t  a  person can  increase his or her  human
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cap ita l by learning new skills through education and tra in ing, also 
recognized th a t  the re 's  a link betw een educational a t ta in m en t  and income, 
and supported this finding. The respondents  most frequently  m entioned th a t  
they  missed out and would like to  have had more education  and 
com m unication skills. They would like to  be tra ined  in professional, 
techn ica l, c lerica l,  serv ice  and labor a reas  if they  w ere  to  go back to  school. 
Lewis' (1971) study with low socio-economic s ta tu s  adults  indicated th a t  a 
g re a te r  association of education and job training was placed with success in 
life and is in ag reem en t with the  findings of the  p resen t study.
Sixty-nine percen t of the  respondents w ere  unemployed, 29 percen t 
employed and tw o percen t re t i red .  Sixty-six percen t of those  employed 
w ere  working fu ll- tim e and 34 percen t p a r t- t im e .  Of those  working, the  
m ajority  had  serv ice  and labor type  occupations. Lewis (1961) who 
supported this finding agreed  th a t  it is common for people living in poverty  
to  have unskilled occupations with low wages. Eighty-four p ercen t of the 
unemployed would defin ite ly  like to  have a  job. Beeghley (1983) reported  
similar findings. Inability to  find a  job, babysitting  problems, lack of 
education/job  skills, lacking transpo rta t ion  and n o t  wanting to  work were 
th e  most frequently  m entioned reasons for being unemployed. This finding 
is in ag reem en t with Duncan, Coe and Hill (1984) who recognized  th a t  
children increased the  households' needs fo r  income and presen ted  ch ild -care  
responsibilities th a t  a f f e c t  the  single paren t 's  ab ility  to  work fu ll- tim e. Of 
those employed, 55 p e rce n t  w ere  not com plete ly  sa tisfied  with the ir  job. 
F if ty -f ive  percen t also m entioned  th a t  m ore money would make it more 
satisfying. With regard  to  occupational aspirations, jobs in the  professional 
ca tego ry  w ere  aspired for m ore  frequently  (47 percent) ,  followed by jobs in 
the  c le rica l ,  c ra f tsm an , serv ice  and labor and technical areas (19,10, 10 and
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9 percen t, respectively). The study conducted by Brown and Marsh (1965) 
revea led  similar findings. P a ren ts  p re fe rred  th e ir  daughters  to  be teachers  
and clerical workers. They w anted  the ir  sons to  be professional, m anagerial, 
technica l and skilled t ra d e  or craftw orkers .
Their income cam e  from several sources. Forty-six  pe rcen t  depended 
mainly on governm ent ass is tance  for financial support, while a significant 
number supplem ented governm ent assis tance with income from priva te  
support and em ploym ent. This finding is in ag reem en t with Beeghley's 
(1983) report on poverty  and dependency. Eighty-eight percen t of the 
respondents w ere  not com plete ly  sa tisfied  with the ir  income. Of this 
number, 18 percen t indicated th a t  they w ere  not likely to  ea rn  a higher 
income. If they should have an increase in income, 65 percen t would use the 
e x tra  income to buy m a ter ia l  things, while 45 percen t would save the ex tra  
income.
Seventy-one percen t thought th a t  education was m ore im portan t than 
money mainly because education  enables one to  ge t a Job which provides 
money to  live.
Responses re la ting  to  the  family, (children and husband), w ere the 
main a rea  o f  sa tisfac tion . This a rea  accounted  for 49 percen t of the 
responses followed by seven percen t in the personal, four percen t in the 
m a te r ia l  and tw o p ercen t in the occupational ca tegory .
The main aspira tion  o f  the  sub jec ts  was for m ate r ia l  things. This 
accounted  for 34 percen t of the responses. Personal things accounted  for 17 
p ercen t o f  the responses and ranked as  the  second m ost desired  things. The 
desire  for a  high paying job and money w ere  also aspired for and the 
frequency of m ention was nine and te n  p ercen t,  respective ly . Sixty-seven 
p e rce n t  of th e  respondents also desired a  college education  for their
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children. A study of the  "disadvantaged" conducted by Brown and Marsh 
(1965) revealed  similar findings and reported  th a t  about 75 percen t of the 
respondents missed out on education  in life but would like the ir  children to  
have it. Lewis (1971) supported th e  view th a t  low socio-economic s ta tu s  
adu lts  had high levels of aspiration and goal se tt ing .
Concerning barrie rs  to  life aspirations, respondents identif ied  money 
as th e  key fac to r  (41 percent)  to  aspiration fulfillm ent. O ther fac to rs  
identified  as barrie rs  w ere lack o f  Job/job skills, personal fac to rs  (lack of 
in itia tive  & babysitting problem) and inadequate  schooling. The frequency 
of responses was 23, 13 and 12 percen t respectively .
S ix ty - th ree  percen t of the respondents did not consider them selves as 
being poor because they indicated  th a t  a poor person was one w ithout food, 
c lo thes  and she lte r .  When asked how poor people could be helped, they 
reported  th a t  the  governm ent should provide m ore job/job training, the  poor 
m ust t ry  harder, th e  governm ent should provide more ass is tance , the  rich 
should help the  poor more and th e  poor m ust ge t  m ore education. Duncan, 
C oe  and Hill (1984) repo rted  similar findings and supported  the  view th a t  
increasing job skills through training program s or an increase in job 
opportunities  through an expanding econom y can  con tribu te  to  the solution 
of poverty . The "flawed c h a ra c te r"  theory  proposed by Schiller (1976, p. 39- 
49) recognized th a t  a  lack of diligence and in itia tive  have resu lted  in the 
inability of th e  poor to  ta k e  advantage o f  th e  abundant opportunities to 
improve the ir  econom ic s ta tu s  and is th e re fo re  in ag reem en t with this 
finding.
Eighty-eight percen t w ere m em bers of a  church. F if ty - th ree  percen t 
did not a t te n d  church m eetings regularly . "Don't feel like going," lack of 
t ranspo rta t ion  and work conflic t w ere  the  most frequently  m entioned
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responses (23, 14, and 10 percen t,  respectively), for no t a ttending  m eetings 
regularly. Brager (1965) supported  this finding and reported  th a t  the  
c ircum stances  of lower-income persons' lives p reven t them  from 
partic ipa ting  in com m unity  a ffa irs .  They a re  preoccupied with the ir  day-to- 
day problems o f  survival and have very l i t t le  a t ten tio n  for com munity 
a ffa irs .  "Don't want to  be a  m em ber of a group/organization" was the  main 
reason for no t belonging to  a  group/organization. This accounted  for 10 
percen t o f  the  responses.
S ixty-two percen t of the  respondents were living in low-income 
housing pro jec ts  and 38 pe rcen t  w ere  living in the  larger community. 
Seventy-eight percen t were living in the neighborhood for a period of 1-8 
years. E igh ty -th ree  percen t w ere  not com plete ly  sa tisf ied  with the ir  
neighborhood as a  place to  live. Seventy-six percen t desired improved 
com munity services while tw enty-s ix  percen t  w anted  b e t te r  com munity 
facilit ies  fo r  the ir  neighborhood. R ecrea tional facilities , police p ro tec tion  
and s t r e e t  lights w ere most desired  for the ir  neighborhood. Doughlah and 
R oycra f t  (1967) reported  similar findings which revea led  th a t  th e  low socio­
econom ic fam ilies of their study were dissatisfied  with the  recrea tiona l 
facilit ies  in the ir  com m unity and w ere less sa tisfied  with the  condition and 
appearance of the ir  houses.
The m ajority  o f  th e  respondents  fe l t  tha t people who w ere  w ell-off 
w eren 't  in te res ted  in o the r  people's problems. They also believed th a t  one 
doesn 't know whom to  t ru s t  nowadays. This is in ag reem en t with the  
findings of Nolan's (1965) study. The respondents d isagreed th a t  life had 
been  unfair and w ere  positive th a t  things would g e t  b e t te r  for them  in the  
fu tu re .  Also, th e  m ajority  believed th a t  one has to  live for today  and  le t 
tom orrow  ta k e  c a re  of itself. They fe l t  th a t  they should no t think much
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about tom orrow  because  God will tak e  c a re  of everything they need. 
D espite this a t t i tu d e ,  th e  m ajority  believed th a t  the  best way to  live is to 
plan ahead, work hard  and make sacrif ices  now to  enjoy a  b e t te r  fu ture .
The m ean a t t i tu d e  score was 14.0 on the  a t t i tu d e  scale . F ifty-five  
p ercen t of the respondents had a  score of 14-20, while 45 percen t earned  a 
score  o f  less than 14 out of a  maximum of 28.0. Individuals having a  higher 
mean a t t i tu d e  score were considered as having a m ore positive a t t i tu d e  or 
outlook on life, com pared  with those having a  lower m ean a t t i tu d e  score.
ASSOCIATION OF ATTITUDE WITH THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES
Findings re la ting  to  the  association betw een th e  dependent and 
independent variables a re  as follows:
(a) There w ere  no s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d ifferences  in th e  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by age groups (pz,.95I5).
(b) There w ere  no s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d ifferences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by fam ily size (pz.5495).
(c) There was a  s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d iffe rence  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by m arita l  s ta tu s  (p^.0090). Respondents who w ere  married 
and divorced had higher m ean a t t i tu d e  scores com pared to  those who w ere 
single and separated .
(d) There was a  s ta t is t ic a l  significant d if fe rence  in th e  m ean a t t i tu d e  
scores by level of education  (p<; .1774). Respondents with an education 
beyond high school had higher m ean a t t i tu d e  scores  com pared to  those who 
had less than a  high school education.
(e) There w ere no s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d iffe rences  in th e  mean
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a t t i tu d e  scores by sa tisfac tion  with education  obtained (pi.4879).
(f) There w ere  no s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d ifferences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by em ploym ent s ta tu s  (pz,.6760).
(g) There was a s ta t is t ic a l  sign ificant d iffe rence  in the  m ean a t t i tu d e  
scores by e x te n t  of em ploym ent (p^c .1501). Respondents who w ere  working 
p a r t- t im e  had higher m ean a t t i tu d e  scores com pared  to  those working full­
tim e.
(h) There w ere no s ta t is t ic a lly  s ignificant d iffe rences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by job sa tisfac tion  (p<;.5 0 6 1).
(i) There w ere  no s ta t is t ic a l ly  significant d iffe rences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by sa tisfac tion  with income (p*:.502I).
(j) There w ere  no s ta t is t ic a lly  significant d iffe rences  in th e  m ean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by group mem bership (p<.474l).
(k) There w ere no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant d iffe rences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by years living in th e  neighborhood (p<.6464).
(I) There  w ere  no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ignificant d ifferences  in the  mean 
a t t i tu d e  scores by sa tis fac tion  of the  neighborhood as a  place to  live (p 4. 
.5491).
CONCLUSIONS
(I) The respondents  w ere no t sa tisf ied  with th e ir  econom ic deprivation 
and they  aspired to  b e t te r  the ir  lives. They w ere positive th a t  God 
would tak e  ca re  of th e ir  needs and w ere generally op tim is tic  about the  
fu tu re .  They did tend  to  look forw ard  to  being "cared  for" as a  means 
of reaching th e ir  aspirations (more help from the  governm ent and "rich 
assisting the  poor.") A t th e  sam e tim e, a  significant number 
recognized th a t  unless some poor people t ry  harder  they  would not be
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able to  improve the ir  econom ic condition (it isn't known if they applied 
this to  them selves or to  others).
(2) A re spec t  for education  seem s apparen t.  However, a true  
understanding of the  re la tionship  of education  and income seems 
lacking. The m ajority  did not associa te  lack of education with barrie rs  
to  aspirations of life or with reasons for being unemployed.
(3) Poverty  seem s to  be a  re la tive  concept. A large number of the 
respondents received  public assis tance but did not consider them selves 
poor.
(4) The family rem ained  one of the  m ost satisfying areas  of the ir  lives— 
especially  the ir  children. However, one am biguity em erged  as they 
ranked things for the ir  children fourth among aspirations in life.
(5) The desire  for m a te r ia l  things, jobs, education, health  and happiness, 
and a  satisfying fam ily life indicates th a t  the  poor are  very similar to 
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Hello. Good m orning/afternoon. How are  you doing today? My nam e is Taj. 
I am  a s tuden t a t  Louisiana S ta te  University and I am conducting a  study in 
E ast Baton Rouge Parish. This study is to  find out th e  d ifficulties, 
sa tisfac tions  and things families would like to  ge t  in life. I have se lec ted  
your family to  be p ar t  of my study because  I fee l th a t  talking to  fam ilies is 
the  best way to  learn about some of these things. Today, I am in your 
neighborhood talking to  heads of o the r  fam ilies and 1 am wondering if I can  
ask you some questions re la ting  to  my study. It will take  only 15-20 
minutes.
1. What is the  size of your family?
2. Is your fam ily income a t  or b e lo w _____________ ?
(Interview er reads the  poverty  threshold figure 
on Table I th a t  corresponds with the s ize  o f  the  
family?
(If yes), proceed asking all o the r  questions.
(If no), ask questions 3, 4, and 5, and discontinue 
the  interview.
3. Do you own or ren t  w here you live?
4. How long have you been living in this neighborhood? Years
5. How sa tis if ied  or d issatisfied  a re  C om plete ly  satisfied
you with your neighborhood as a Somewhat sa tisfied
place to  live? Somewhat d issatisfied
Com plete ly  d issatisfied
6. (If no t com plete ly  satisfied), what 
things do you desire  for your neighborhood 
th a t  it does not have now?
7. What was the  h ighest grade in school 2 or less
you had th e  opportunity  t o  com ple te?  3 to  5
6 to  8 
9 to  I I








How sa tisf ied  or d issatisfied  a re  
you with your schooling?
C om plete ly  sa tis ifed  
Somewhat satisfied  
Somewhat dissatisfied 
C om plete ly  dissatisfied
(a) (If no t com plete ly  satisfied),
What a re  some things you feel 
you missed ou t on your schooling 
and would like to  have now?
(b) (If not com plete ly  satisfied), 
would you consider going back 
to  school for m ore schooling 
o r  tra in ing?
(c) (If yes), what areas would you like 
to  ge t train ing?
A good education  is necessary  to  ge t  
ahead  in life. How do you feel 
about this s ta te m e n t?
(a) (If you do not ful ly agree), 
why do you feel this way?
Yes
No
Fully agree  
Slightly agree  
Undecided 
Disagree
I I .  (a) A re you employed a t  the present tim e? Yes
No
(b) (i) (If yes), what type of job do you have?
(ii) Do you work fu ll- tim e or p a r t- t im e ?  Full-tim e
P a r t- t im e  
(less than  35 hours)
(iii) (If par t- t im e) ,  what are  some 
of the  reasons why you are  not 
working fu ll- tim e?
(c) (i) (If no), a re  you re t i red
(ii) (If no), would you defin ite ly  or 
even possibly like em ploym ent?
(iii) What are  some reasons why you 
think you a re  unemployed presently?
Yes
No
D efinitely  
Possibly 
Not a t  all
12. (If employed), how sa tisf ied  or 
d issa tisfied  a re  you with your 
job?
C om plete ly  sa tisfied  
Somewhat sa tisfied  
Somewhat d issatisfied 
C om plete ly  d issatisfied
13. (If no t com plete ly  satisfied), what 
a re  some of the  things th a t  will 
m ake your job m ore satisfying?
14. If you w ere  com plete ly  f ree  to  choose 
any job, what would you desire
m ost as a  life tim e job?
15. What is /a re  your source(s) of income?
16. How sa tisf ied  o r  d issatisfied  a re  Com plete ly  sa tisfied
you with your income? Somewhat sa tisfied
Somewhat dissatisfied 
C om plete ly  d issatisfied
17. (If no t com plete ly  satisfied), do you D efinite ly
expect to  earn  a  higher income? Possibly
Not likely
I 8. What a re  some things you are  m ost sa tisfied  
with in your life?
19. People have d iffe ren t ways of managing 
the ir  money. If you have an increase
in your income, what would you do with 
the e x tra  money?





21. What would you say you really want m ost in life?
22. What do you think really  stands in 
your way and p reven ts  you from getting  
the  things you want in life?
23. What did you miss in your life
th a t  you would like your children to  have?
24. O f these  two, money and education, 
which is the  m ost im portan t in life?
(b) Why do you fee l this way?
25. People see  life d iffe ren tly  and have 
d if fe re n t  feelings about it. Could 
you please indicate  w hether  you 
strongly  agree , agree , disagree
or  strong disagree with the  following 
s ta te m e n ts  about life today?
(a) Most people who a re  w ell-off 
a ren 't  really  in te res ted  in 
o th e r  people's problems.
(b) Nowadays a  person doesn 't 
know whom to tru s t .





These days one has to  live for 
today and let tom orrow  tak e  ca re  
of itself.
Things will ge t b e t te r  for 
me in the  future.
I don't think too much about 
the  fu tu re  because God will 
ta k e  c a re  of anything I need.
























The bes t way to  live is to  plan Strongly agree
ahead, work hard and m ake sacrifices  Agree
now to  enjoy a  b e t te r  fu tu re .  Disagree
Strongly disagree




(a) (If yes), (i) What groups or organizations 
a re  they?





(iii) (If occasionally o r  never), what 
p reven ts  you from a ttend ing  m eetings 
regularly?
(b) (If no), w hat a re  some reasons why 
you do not belong to  a  group or 
organization?
27. These days, th e re  a re  several people who 
a re  w ell-off and many who are  poor. 
What do you think can be done
to  help poor people?
28. Would you consider yourself poor?
(a) (If no), why wouldn't you consider 
yourself poor?
29. What was your age on your last birthday?
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